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* Tur memory of the just is blessed.” 
This is equally true of the departure of 
those whose limited but well filled 
sphere of usefulness obtains for them 
but slender notoriety, as of those who, 
by the publicity of their Christian vir- 
tues, necessarily acquire renown. Among 
the former of these it is that the revered 
subject of this memoir must be classed. 


William Bailey was born at Bourton, 
~ Gn Gloucestershire, May the 18th, 1771, 
and was one of six small children who, 
_ by the death of their father while they 
were yet young, were left wholly to the 
care of the surviving parent, from whom 
they received a religious education, 
“owing to which,” observes the de- 
ceased in a letter, “I was kept, by the 
grace of God, from many snares and 
emptations to which others have been 
a sacrifice.” William, after serving an 

apprenticeship with a grocer and draper 
at Bedworth, Warwickshire, removed to’ 
uation at Gosport, where he was 
vileged to attend the stated ministry | 
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God on the labours of Mr. Bogue of that 
place, was brought to a saving know- 
ledge of the truth, although by his own 
account the discovery of this fact was 
not made apparent to his own mind, 
until some time afterwards, when the 
more matured development of Christian 
principle enabled him to trace it to this 
period. From Gosport the providence 
of God removed him to Henley, from 
whence he visited the metropolis, where 
he was baptized by Mr. Smith of Kagle 
Street, the 9th of October, 1796, being 
then at the age of twenty-five. He did 
not, however, unite himself to that 
church, nor is it known to the writer 
whether he joined the baptist denomi- 


nation at this period at all, no documen-_— 


tary trace of his life existing until the 
year 1811, when, moved by a weakly 


state of health and a growing sense ~ 


of the importance of eternal things, he 
began to record many of the exercises of 


his soul, and keep a strict watch over. 


his heart. He makes mention of a seven 
years’ course of domestic happiness and 


word, and by the blessing of | a prosperous run of business, with un- 
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feigned thanksgiving ; but expresses 
much concern lest these should lead 
him astray. Upon this subject he thus 
writes: —“ Through the blessing of a 
divine providence I am much increased 
in temporal good, as appears by my 
stock-book. The profits of last year, 
including all expenses, were nearly 
£1000. Great cause for thankfulness, 
and great cause for watchfulness, lest 
pride arise.” ... “ What a great work 
remains for grace to effect in. my heart, 
to remove al] enmity from it, and fill it 
with a supreme love of God and subor- 
dinate love to all.” Again, on the return 
of his birth-day, he observes, “I have 
lived on the bounties of providence 
forty-one years this day, nearly twenty 
of which were spent in a state of igno- 
rance of God and in the service of sin ; 
but, oh, to grace how great a debtor! 
The Lord has convinced me of my state 
by sin, and directed me, not to the 
law, but to Jesus Christ, the end of the 
law for righteousness.” Various and. 


frequent are his complaints of an evil 


heart of unbelief, and consequent lean- 
ness of soul. 

It was in this year that our neue 
brother first felt conscientious scruples to 
continuing in communion with the inde- 
pendent church at Windsor. On the 
30th of May in this year he thus 
writes in his diary:—“ My mind is not 
satisfied in continuing at Beer Lane; 
my judgment and practice seem at 
variance. Iam well satisfied as to the 
scriptural doctrine of adult baptism, 
and as far as I am acquainted, with the 
mode of church government among the 
baptists, unless in the prohibition of 
communion with churehes of other per- 
suasions ;” and about two months sub- 
sequently he adds, “I sent in my resig- 
nation as to my communion with the 
church at Windsor.” This step, never- 
theless, did not at all dissolve or weaken 
his friendly intercourse with the mem- 
bers of that church or its esteemed 
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pastor, Mr. Redford. “I pray God,’ 
he says, “for direction how to act. I 
pray, if I am right, that God would keep 
me so; if I am wrong, and he wishes 
me to know it by these afflictions of my 
body and mind, may the Lord be 
pleased to direct me into his way either 
at Colnbrook or Datchet; here I am, 
O Lord, do with me as thou pleasest.” 
To the latter of these he repaired, and 
was received into the present baptist 
church then under the pastoral care of 
Mr. John Young, the 16th of June, 
1811 ; over which also, in the following 
year, he was chosen a deacon. 

From incidental remarks in his diary 
it would seem that our departed brother 
very occasionally exercised himself in 
public speaking, about this year, 1812: 
“T am contemplating Micah vii. 7, to 
speak from it if called on,” from which 
period he seems gradually to have come 
out, addicting himself to the ministry of 
the word as opportunity afforded ; and 
from the year 1815, when Mr. Young 
was laid aside through illness, for four 
years consecutively supplied the pulpit 
at Datchet, prior to his ordination over 
that church, which took place the 29th 
of August, 1819 ; and thus having used 
the office of a deacon well, he purchased 
to himself a good degree. 

To the foregoing statement it is per- 
haps hardly necessary to add, that Mr. 
Bailey had not enjoyed the advantages 
of a classical education, much less of 
any academic preparation for that which 
he had not till late in life contemplated ; 
viz., the charge of souls. It is true he 
now relinquished the cares of business, 
having, by the blessing of a bountiful 
providence, been enabled to secure a 
retiring competency for the remainder 


of his own and Mrs. Bailey’s life; but it — 


is rarely that untrained minds can, at 
the age of fifty, undergo the severity of 
study, {It fell, therefore, to his lot rather 


to sustain, by acquired Christian ex- — 


perience, the faith of thoes committed 
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to his charge, than to enlist new con- 
verts ; to cultivate rather than to plant ; 
and this not from a defective exhibition 
of truth, but as being peculiar to rural 
districts ; whilst it belongs to our popu- 
lous towns and cities to concentrate the 
vigour and erudition of the ministry for 
the work of aggression and conquest. 
The place in which the church at 
Datchet assembled for worship was, and 
for several succeeding years after Mr. 
Bailey joined them, continued to be of 
very humble origin, having been, like 
the birth-place of the King of kings, 
a stable ; and although transformed for 
nobler use, had latterly become, from 
age and dilapidation, little more than 
a bare shelter from wind and rain. The 
condition of its humble worshippers, 
however, rendered it a thing impossible 
for them to amend, and so it must have 
remained till the present day but for the 
benevolent aid and exertions of the de- 
ceased, who eventually raised the present 
neat Gothic structure at a cost of up- 
wards of £400, for the half of which he 
stood responsible, after having borne, 
almost alone, the previous expenses of 
worship, and for a whole year defrayed, 
at the cost of a guinea a week, the find- 
ing of supplies. These, however, were 
but a few of his many acts of benevo- 


Jence and love for the cause of Christ, on 


account of which the blessings of many 
came upon him. To the poor around 
him he ministered not the gospel only, 
but much of his substance, as he refused 
no case that was recommended by the 
Saviour’s name. At home, where all 
was harmony and love, a generous 
hospitality welcomed the stranger; and 
abroad he not only had no enemy, but 
was greeted with universal respect, 
whilst with his brethren, the neighbour- 
ing ministry, he lived upon the most 
friendly terms of intercourse. It is due 
to the incumbent of this parish to say, 
that the independence of the poor is not 
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interfered with to deter their attendance 
at the baptist chapel, as is too frequently 
the case ; indeed, Mr. Bailey obtained 
from the vicar himself £2 towards the 
new building. In 1832 he wrote the 
association’s annual epistle. 

Although our deceased brother felt 
the intimations of declining health some 
time previous to his death, it did not 
seriously interrupt his ministerial duties 
until December, 1843, when he felt 
assured his course was nearly run ; and 
from this period his one great desire 
was to see with his own eyes, and hear 
with his own ears, and approve from his 
own heart, his successor. In this desire 
he was most signally indulged, having, 
for upwards of four months previous to 
his death, had the satisfaction of making 
the acquaintance of their present pastor, 
Mr. John Tester, whose unanimous 
choice he cordially approved, and form- 
ally announced at a church-meeting (the 
last he ever attended) held in his own 
house on the 11th of June. 

At this period, in all nine weeks prior 
to his decease, he was confined by 
paralysis to his house, but not to his 
bed, being able to come down stairs to 
the last. On the night preceding his 
dissolution he retired as usual to rest, 
unconscious that the heavenly messenger 
was so near at hand, and slept comfort- 
ably until about two o’clock, when a fit 
of coughing came on, and he said to 
Bailey, “I feel as I never felt 
before.” She immediately perceived a 
change in his countenance, and that the 
hour of his departure was come. He 
said, “ Pray for me,” which were almost~ 
his last words, as he soon after breathed 
out his soul into the hands of that 
Redeemer whom he had so long served, 
This took place on the 30th of June, 
1844, in the seventy-fourth year of his 
age, and the twenty-fourth of his minis- 
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DESPISING DIVINE CHASTISEMENT. _ ae 


“ My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him,”— 
HEBREWS ii. 5. 


Tur Lord chastens and rebukes his 
people in various ways. At one time he 
employs the rod of personal indisposi- 
tion, at another that of domestic afflic- 
tion ; now the rod of commercial diffi- 
culty, then that of pungent family trial ; 
here the rod of persecution for the 
truth’s sake, there the rod furnished by 
the moral cowardice of the followers of 
the Lamb. There are two states of 
mind against which the sufferer, what- 
ever be his circumstances, is in the 
above scripture most tenderly warned. 
We shall in this paper direct the atten- 
tion of our readers to the first, “ My son, 
despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord.” 

The Christian, we remark, despises 
the divine chastening when he attributes 
his affliction or trial exclusively to second 
causes. God can effect an end without 
means. He may step forth from the 
secret place of his glory, and cause his 
own immediate stroke to be so seen and 
felt that the subject of discipline shall be 
constrained to cry, ‘‘the hand of God 
hath touched me.” For the most part, 
however, lve-permits the individual to be 
surrounded by those causes which, left 
to their natural unchecked operation, 
will place, as their effects, the cup of 
trial in his hands. Now should the 
Christian look to these circumstances as 
the sole cause of his trouble, apart from 
reflecting on him who has arranged 
them, or at least permitted their arrange- 
ment, he is chargeable with allowing the 
rod and its twigs to blind him from see- 
ing the mighty hand under’ whose 
shadow the rod grew, and by whose 
energy its every stroke is given. Had 
Job, on receiving intelligence of the loss 
of his property given way to a mere 


vituperation of the Sabeans and the 
Chaldeans, no obscure actors in the 
scene, he would virtually have been 
despising the divine corrections But 
ask him his views on the subject. “The 
Lord,” he says, “has given, and the 
Lord hath taken away.”’* Look at 
David as Shimei comes to him, and 
curses as he comes, following his impre- 
cations with stones. Should David now 
fan the indignation that others feel on 
seeing their king thus treated, he will 
thereby pour virtual contempt on him 
who “maketh the wrath of man to 
praise him.” But does he? Hear him! 
“ What have I to do with you ye sons 
of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because 
the Lord hath said unto him, curse 
David ;” and he continues his entreaty, 
“Jet him alone, and let him curse, for 
the Lord hath bidden him.”+ Both Job 
and the psalmist seemed to address 
those around them, 


“T see a hand ye cannot see, 
I hear a yoice ye cannot hear.” 


If you, my reader, cannot brook con- 


‘sidering your affliction or trial in any 


but a trivial light ; if you are contented 
with casting your eye along the train of 
those events that have resulted in your 
present suffering ; in short, if you view 
not that suffering as a visitation of the 
Most High, as “a message from God 
unto thee,” you are guilty of “ despis- 
ing the chastening of the Lord.” 

Again, we despise the divine chastening 


by murmuring under it. A Christian — 


may be found professedly acknowledg- 
ing the divine hand in his sufferings, and 


yet feel disposed to say, “My punish- 


ment is greater than I can bear,” alto- 
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gether indifferent to the reply demanded 
by the question, “ Wherefore should a 
living man complain, a man for the 
punishment of his sins?” The mode of 
chastening sometimes appears of all 
others the most unwelcome. Had it 
assumed a different form it would not, it 
is believed, have proved so trying to 
“flesh and blood.” Should the form 
supply no material for repining, the 
smarting severity of the stroke educes, 
perhaps, the deep-drawn murmur, and 
when neither of these particulars gives 
cause for complaint, the long duration of 
the trial sometimes suffuses the eye with 
tears of impatience. But on whatever 
feature of the affliction the sufferer is 
disposed to fix the scowl of discontent, 
the very disposition argues contempt for 
the chastening of the Lord, evinces 
forgetfulness that the creature man is as 
rightfully in the hands of his Maker 
as the clay is in the hands of the potter ; 
that, therefore, the great proprietor may 
do what he will with his own; in a 
word, it places in the broad light of day 
the will which, were it possible, would 
overturn the divine government, and 
cast reproach into the very face of the 
governor. Christian! here you have a 
loud call to the most jealous self- 
scrutiny. Does your resignation under 
trial bear comparison with that of Aaron, 
who when informed by Moses that his 
sons, in the bloom of health and of hope, 
were consumed to ashes by the indigna- 
tion of Jehovah, “held his peace?”* with 
that of Eli who, when told by Samuel 
of the terrific doom pronounced by 
heaven on his iniquitous offspring, ex- 
claimed, “It is the Lord, let him do 
what seemeth him good?”t with that 
of him whom you call Master who, when 
a disciple sought to squeeze a drop 
of fancied consolation into his bitter 
draught restrained him, while meekly 
he asked, “The cup which my Father 
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hath given me, shall I not drink it ?”* 
In so far as we fall short of these sub- 
lime examples we really “despise the 
chastening of the Lord.” 

We are thus guilty also, when we do 
not seek to profit under our affliction 
or trial. Since God “does not afflict 
willingly,” what duty is more incum- 
bent upon a sufferer than “in the day 
of adversity to consider?” to find out, 
by the closest inspection of himself, 
what is the state of mind, what the 
change in conduct, what the point to 
which Jehovah desires, by this visita- 
tion, to bring him? “That which I 
see not, teach thou me,” ought to form 
his daily, reiterated cry, until the all- 
engrossing discovery be made. The 
Father of mercies sees him sadly de- 
ficient, perhaps, in faith or in humility, 
in patience or in diligence, in resolution 
or in love, or in each and all of these ; 
but if he—is indifferent as to which 
lesson God intends he should read in 
the book of trial, or if when that is dis- 
covered he will not trouble himself with 
its words, its syllables, or even its alpha- 
bet, he contracts a guilt as heinous as if 
he deliberately took the sacred volume, 
and tearing its sublime pages to atoms, 
scattered them to the winds. He “hears” 
not “the rod, nor him who hath ap- 
pointed it.” He seeks not that silence 
of the mind, that sabbath of the soul, in 
which “the still small voice” may be 
distinctly heard, and correctly inter- 
preted. We say correctly, for whatever 
be the particular design Jehovah con- 
templates by the trial, “this is the fruit _ 
of all, the taking away of sin.” How 
frequently is ‘the sufferer Jess solicitous 
to be taught, and sanctified, and blessed 
by the trouble, than he is that it may, at 
once and for ever, be removed! “ Let 
it,” he says, “be taken away, even 
though its mission should prove fruit= 
less and vain.” What is this but 
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“despising the chastening of the 
Lord ?” 

We despise the divine correction, 
lastly, by forgetting on deliverance from 
affliction or trial the salutary impressions 
made on our minds while suffering under 
the rod. The spirit of the most obdurate 
and reckless is occasionally brought to 
pensive musings under the discipline of 
a chastising providence, and seemingly 
quails “at the presence of the Lord of 
the whole earth.” Speaking of some, 
God says, “in their affliction they will 
seek me early,” and a prophet declares, 
“ Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, 
they poured out a prayer when thy 
chastening was upon them.” Under 
this chastening impressions have been 
felt and acknowledgments made, sorrow 
has been expressed and resolutions have 
been formed; but no sooner has the 
chastening been removed than these, 
than all of these, have proved as “ the 
morning cloud. or early dew which 
passeth away.” How few among Chris- 
tians act like the psalmist when he said, 
“J will pay thee my vows which my 
lips have uttered, which my mouth 
hath spoken when I was in trouble. 
Come all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what he hath done for my soul.” 
How often, even among believers, has a 


renewal of health, or a return of pros- 


perity, ora re-enjoyment of former 
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blessings, been as the rushing’ wave 
on the sand, obliterating not only the 
fainted, but the strongest, and what pro- 
mised to be the most abiding impres- 
sion? Do our own consciénces not 
testify against us in this matter? Can 
we plead aught but guilty of professedly 
adoring as we entered into the cloud, 
and virtually laughing to scorn when 
it melted away? And you, my fellow- 
sinner, recall the resolutions made when 
you were in sickness or in trial, remem- 
ber the expressions you then employed 
in the hearing of others. How can you 
blame Pharaoh who repeatedly made 
vows only to violate them? Who, 
though he said, “I have sinned this 
time, the Lord is righteous and I and 
my people are wicked, entreat the Lord 
that there be no more mighty thunder- 
ings and hail, and I will let you go,” no 
sooner saw that “ the rain and the hail 
and the thunders were ceased than he 
sinned yet more and more and hardened 
his heart, he and his servants.’’* I ask 
you how can you blame him? “ Thou 
art the man!” and “ he that being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck shall sud- 
denly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” O, “ despise not the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him.” 
AdeAgog. 
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TuEsE notes are not descriptive of 
places, or persons, or scenes, or inci- 
dents. They respect the churches of 
God, the state of which is ever of highest 
interest to a Christian’s mind. They are 
written not to offend any, but to improve 
all; and if they wound, “faithful are 
the wounds of a friend.” _ 


Dissent is not on the advance. 
almost every church I visited, the old 
and solid supporters were dying, or 
were dead.» The additions were not in 
proportion to the losses, and conse- 


quently it was difficult to raise the 
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pastor's income. A church here and 
there was in a flourishing state, but on 
examination I found its prosperity to 
have arisen not so much from any ad- 
vance upen the world, as from the seces- 
sion of individuals from sister churches, 
which were weakened as the other 
was increased. The number of chapels, 
too, has increased, but most of them are 
burdened with debt, and supported by 
separations from the older places; and 
two weak causes have been produced, 
instead of one strong and active. Many 
of our friends think that because episco- 
pal churches are springing up in the 
neighbourhood of all the towns, that we 
should meet them with confronting 
chapels. They forget that a church 
has a congregation formed to its hand, 
that its sustenance deprives no other 
place of its proper funds, and that no 
fearful responsibilities of debt are in- 
curred by its erection. It is all other- 
wise with chapels built without an 
existing congregation, and the erection 
of such places in inany localities, instead 
of proving the growth of dissent, pro- 
motes its weakness by unwise diffusion 
of strength that rather requires concen- 
tration. Notwithstanding, therefore, the 
prosperity of some congregations, and 
the erection of new chapels, it is, I 
_think, generally felt that dissenting 
churches are rather on the decline. If 
this be so, it is worthy of the gravest 
consideration. Though an ungrateful 
and unobservant country may be igno- 
rant of it, yet to dissenting churches 
does it owe, in a great measure, its 
religion, its intelligence, and its liberty. 
No heavier calamity, therefore, could 
befall it than their decline. To enter 
into a full investigation of the causes of 
this decline would require much time 
and close observation on a yery ex- 
tended field. But without attempting 
this, we may throw: out a hint or two 
on the subject. In protestant countries, 
the size of congregations must depend 
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very much on the attractiveness of the 
preaching. Some years ago the preach- 
ing of dissenters was eminently popular, 
that is, plain, scriptural, and affectionate ; 
the preaching in the church cold, formal, 
or unimpressive, though correct and 
elegant. As far as the evangelical clergy 
are concerned, have not they and the 
dissenters changed places? The minis- 
try of some churchmen is simple, unpre- 
tending, serious, and scriptural. The 
rising ministry amongst the dissenters 
preach rather for the thinking few than 
the unintelligent many. Their sermons 
indicate much more thought, knowledge, 
and skill, than those heard in church ; 
but they are above the people, and con- 
sequently unattractive to the masses, 
An intelligent churchman once observed 
that Mr. Hall’s ministry had injured the 
dissenters, by inducing them to imitate 
a model too refined and perfect for 
ordinary congregations. Whatever Mr. 
Hall’s preaching may have had to do with 
it (and I am disposed to think college 
criticisms are more in fault), it cannot 
be denied that the preaching, while 
increasing in depth and correctness, is 
diminishing in popularity, Plain, warm- 
hearted men amongst the dissenters, 
even when deficient in education and 
intellectual power, succeed better than 
men of a superior stamp. In a city of 
the west, one of the plainest ministers 
has one of the largest congregations. It 
is not to be wondered at, therefore, if 
the increasing popularity of the church 
preaching and decreasing of the chapel 
should thin the one and fill the other. 
Another cause seems to be the decline ~ 
of pastoral visitation amongst dissenters. 
It is of no use to say that the people 
wish to see us for the gratification of | 
their self-importance, or their gossiping 
propensities ; they wish to see us, and 
if we are to retain our hold upon them, 
they must see us. Churchmen are begin- 
ning to understand this, and those who 
some years ago would have disdained to 
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enter the houses of the middle classes 
and the poor, are now diligent in going 
from house to house. How dissenting 
ministers are to visit more than they do 
is a difficult task to point out. Their 
studies must be continued, and if they 
would not soon run dry they must give 
attention to reading. Public business 
must be discharged. Their minds are 
already taxed too heavily. What is 
called lay agency must be more em- 
ployed. Sermons must be less elabo- 
rated ; and then some time may be 
found for pastoral visiting, without 
which we shall decline still further. 

Another cause of decline appears to 
be the decided stand many have taken 
in public politics. The excitement pro- 
duced by the reform bill has not yet 
subsided, and it was natural that men 
of mental and moral power, and of some 
social influence, should partake of it and 
be rather ardent politicians ; especially 
when the political movement became 
quasi-religious, and church principles 
became the war cry. 

The lawfulness of this labour in poli- 
tics I do not dispute; but it is worth 
while to ask how far it is expedient. To 
me it seems that the interference of our 
ministers has not aided political matters, 
and has, in some respects, damaged 
them. The universal sense of the Eng- 
lish people is against ‘ parsons” engag- 
ing in purely secular conflicts, and many 
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are repelled from a movement by the 
sight of black coats. And if polities 
have not gained, certainly our religious 
influence has suffered. The enlightened 
in the establishment, when compelled 
to secede from its communion, seek re- 
pose amongst communities which they 
have not known as political opponents 
or partizans, There are many of: the 
excellent of the earth constantly passing 
from the church, but the last thought 
they entertain is to join the dissenters. 
And as to the mass, if they once see 
men earnestly engaged in things secular, 
such is their folly, that they think it 
impossible such men can be guides in 
things religious. The effect on our own 
congregations is also unhappy. With 
many, religioso-political excitement is 
more desired than the calmness of re- 
ligion, while they are compelled to 
make temporal sacrifices, that loosen 
their affection to our system, and drive 
their families away. The lawfulness of 
ministers engaging in politics is not 
denied. The conscientiousness of the 
men who do so is beyond a suspicion. 
But I cannot but regard their so doing 
as one of the causes of the decline of 
dissent, and therefore inexpedient. 
These are my first notes ; and if they 
are thought likely to be of any service, 
giving them a corner in the magazine 
will oblige, 
; A TRAVELLER, 
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“JT must retrench: I have had™so 
many losses, I cannot do as I have 
done ; I must retrench.’ 

Who that has had to collect subscrip- 


tions, or to solicit aid for a religious pur- 


pose, pastoral, educational, or missionary, 
has not heard the plaintive repetition of 


this tale of woe ? Sometimes it is used to 
soften down an absolute refusal ; some- 
times as an ‘excuse for an abatement, or 
an indefinite partponerient; of an annual 
contribution. * one ti. 

Your losses require that you s ; 
retrench! Is this true? ee 
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losses, or only a reduction of gains? 
Losses which you are not able to sus- 
tain without retrenchment, or only losses 
that render your accumulations less rapid 
than heretofore? Take heed that you libel 
not God’s providence. 

It may be, however, that you must 
retrench. But must the retrenchment 
begin thus? This is perhaps the depart- 
ment of expenditure in which you have 
been least extravagant. The unerring 
Judge has seen no profusion to censure 
under this head. Consult him, in your 
closet, whether the retrenchment should 
be made in this way ; for he sits over 
against the treasury, and has his own 
mode of estimating the proportion of the 
gifts cast in, whether out of penury or 
abundance. Take heed that, in your 
economy, you do not displease the 
master to whom you are but steward. 

But you must retrench, and retrench 
here! It is lamentable, considering the 
claims of the times, and the obligations 
which divine kindness has conferred 
upon you, It cannot be avoided, how- 


AN 


INTERESTING 
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ever, you must retrench, But why is it 
that a gracious God has diminished his 
providential bounties? Has he been 
dealing with you, as you have been 
dealing with him? Has he found you 
an unfaithful trustee? Has he seen that 
your heart was set upon your gains, and 
that if he did not interpose they would 
ruin you? Has—he been fulfilling his 
declaration, “He that soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly?” It is due to 
your own soul that while retrenching 
you should make these inquiries. “In 
the day of adversity, consider.” Thus 
you may gain spiritual profit from tem- 
poral losses. These are questions not - 
for your neighbours to settle, but for 
you ; not for the writer to decide, but 
for you.. Decide them, however, as in 
the sight of him who cannot be deceived, 
and remember that he says-to you still, 
“He that soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully.” “ There~is that scat- 
tereth, and yet increaseth ; and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty.” —Co.urctor. 


SECRET. 


From an American Periodical. 


© Mother,” said a girl of ten years of 
age, “I want to know the secret of your 
going away alone every night and morn- 
ing.” 

“Why, my dear?” 

“Because it must be to see some one 
you love very much.” 

« And what leads you to think so?” 

‘“‘ Because I have always noticed that 
when you came back you appear to be 
more happy than usual.” __ 

« Well, suppose I go to see a friend J 
love very much, and that after seeing 
bim, and conversing with him, I am 
more happy than before, why should 
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you wish to know anything about it?” 

* Because I wish to do as you do, 
that I may be happy also.” 

« Well, my child, when I leave you in 
the morning and evening, it is to com- 
mune with the Saviour. 
him ; I ask him for his grace to make me 
happy and holy ; I ask him to assist me 
in all the duties of the day, and especially ~ 
to keep me from committing any sin 
against him ; and above all, Iask him to 
have mercy on you, and save you from 
the misery of those who sin against him.” 

“Qh, that is the secret,” said the 
child, “then I must go with you.” 
2yY 


I go to pray to 
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NEHEMIAH. 


“ And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me ; neither told I any man what my 
God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem ; neither was there any beast/with me, save the beast 
that Irode upon. And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon 
well, and to the dung-port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were{broken down, and the 
gates thereof were consumed with fire. Then went I on to the gate of the fountain, and to the 
king’s pool: but there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. Then went Iup in 
the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the 
valley, and so returned.” NEHEMIAH ii. 12-15. 


Ten thousand stars at night’s dark noon were gleaming, 
Ten thousand ruins strewed the hallowed ground,— 

The changeless, deathless fires of heaven were streaming 
Their glorious light upon the wrecks around ; 

And crumbling shrines with holy beams were crown’d, 
When the lone man in solitary state 

Rode round the broken walls and sacred mound, 
Where his sire’s sepulchres lay desolate,— 

Where weeds had grassed the streets, and ashes choked the gate. 


City of tombs and desecrated fanes ! 
Birth-place of prophets—fallen and dreamless now ! 
Thy kings are captives and thy chiefs in chains, 
Thy mighty ones to heathen foes must bow ; 
And they of eagle-eye and iron brow, 
Who erst have led thy hosts o’er field and flood, 
Are gone, like withered leaves from yonder bough,— 
The lion hearts of Judah are subdued, 
And widowed Zion weeps her children’s bravest blood. 


God of my fathers! can this ruined shrine— 

This broken city of the temple, be 
The last sad relic of thy chosen line P— 

They whom thou leddest through the heaving sea, 
Far in the untrodden waves, with souls as free 

As the wild billows which around them bent ?— 
They who through desert wilds were led by thee ? 

Thy name their strength, thy word their armament,— 

_ Thy hand their guiding star, their bread by angels sent ! 
> 


How doth the widowed city sit alone, 
Her maids in sackcloth and her sons in dust ! 
Children of Solyma! whose presence shone 
Fair as the sabbath to the wise and just : 
Beauty their pride, and loveliness their trust, 5 
Hath vanished with the gems they erst would deck ; B- 
Her mighty ones are fallen, their swords are rust,— 
Her kings are slaves, her rule a conqueror’s beck,— 
Her gates are mouldering heaps, her palaces a wreck. 


The lone one ecased, then upward turned his gaze ; 
4 His heart was wrung with sorrow, but his eye 
ps Flashed proudly, as if lit up by the blaze ates, 
Of Israel’s deeds of old, when from on high ere 
Jehovah stretched his arm athwart the sky, 
And crushed the heathen in their impious pride ; 
‘Ere Zion sinned and fell, ere yet the ¢ ata = 
~ ___ Arose to smite the race that hoayonsgefleds ok >. eee 
_ To raze her loftiest towers, to waste her far and wide, _ a oe 5 


~ 
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Lonely he knelt upon the sacred ground, 
Where the pale moonlight flung its mellowing beams 
O’er sepulchres of men whose names could sound 
In fight the watch-words, and in song the themes ;— 
Lonely he knelt while warm prophetic dreams 
Fell o’er his vision like a stream of flame, 
Calming his grief-worn spirit with the gleams 
Of Him—the Star of Bethlehem—whose name 
Should light a fallen world, and shake the conqueror’s claim. 


Awake, awake! put on thy strength, O Zion 
Arise in garments beautiful as day ! 

Fair as the lamb, and stronger than the lion, 
Break thy rude bands! gird on thy bright array ! 

Make low the mountains, and prepare the way ! 
He comes—the Holy One! our great salvation ! 

The morning star! to shine, with deathless ray,— 
Light to the Gentiles! glory to our nation ! 

To heal the broken hearts, to build our desolation ! 


_ How beauteous on the mountains are the feet 
Of him who tidings of salvation brings ; 
His eye how pleasant, and his voice how sweet— 
Strength in his arm and healing in his wings. 
Break forth to joy, ye wastes, while Salem sings ! 
He comes—the Rose of Sharon ! Prince of peace ! 
The Shiloh! Lord of lords! and King of kings! ~ 
To glad the mourners, and the slaves release ! 
To break the swords to plough-shares—bid the wars to cease. 


The vision of the wanderer is gone— 
His dream of ancient mightiness is dead ; 
And yet his spirit is no longer lone, 
The weight of sorrow with his tears hath fled. 
No useless grievings for the past are shed,— 
True to his God, his country, and her towers, 
High on his pale-eyed forehead may be read 
The patriot’s ardour and the prophet’s powers, 
Once more to preach her faith, once more to build her ove. 


Oxford, October, 1844. 


THE WEEPING SAVIOUR. 


“Jesus wept.” 


“Jesus wept!’—What thoughts came | “ Jesus wept 1”Sublime expression 


o’er you, ; |  Ofa grief pure, generous, free: 

Ye that mourned the slumbering dead, | Not the cold, unreal profession, 
While the gracious friend before you, | Heartless world! approved by 

Pitying tears thus freely shed ! pgs thee. ‘ : ; 
Burned not then your hearts within you, | Thou, in times of tribulation, 

Stirred by sympathies unknown ? Words of solace canst bestow ; 
Did not this suffice to win you But the-sprvings of consolation, 

From that hour your Lord toown? | Far from thy bleak confines flow. 
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“Jesus wept!”—Those tears were starting, 
From the heart’s o’erflowing fount, 
Soft as dews which day departing 
Scatters bright on moor and mount ; 
Priceless, precious gems, whose glory 
Shall survive time’s own eclipse : 
Theme on earth of sacred story,— 
Theme in heaven of seraph lips. 


“ Jesus wept !”—Not friendship only 
Caused the best of friends to mourn,— 
Nor compassion for the lonely, 
Stricken hearts that bled forlorn :— 
’Twas the doom of man’s transgression 
Moved his gentle bosom thus,— 
’T was the simple, sweet expression 
Of redeeming love for us. 


HYMN FOR THE LORD’S DAY: 


* Jesus wept ! ”—Presumptuous scorner, 
Turn once more this “ sight to see 5” 
That despised, afflicted mourner 
Died, as well as wept, for thee ; 
In his tears behold compassion— 
Boundless, fathomless, divine,— 
Earnests of a full salvation, 
Which may even yet be thine. 


“‘ Jesus wept !”’—Poor, tried believer, 
Art thou Christ’s adopted friend ? 
Of his grace a glad receiver ? 
He will love thee to the end. 
When the storm is o’er thee sweeping, 
Charged with sorrow, wild in wrath,” 
Let the thought of Jesus weeping, 
Like a sunbeam gild thy path! 


“ Jesus wept ! ”—O, Man of sorrows ! 

May thy woes to us be blest! 

When a few more tearful morrows 
Have gone down life’s fading west, 

We to heayen’s high realm ascending, 
Shall thy glorious form survey, 

And in joy sublime, unending, 
Thou wilt wipe our tears away ! 


Battersea. 


HYMN FOR THE OPENING 


Wr hail the morn so glorious, 
The morn that Christ arose, 
Transcendently victorious, 
O’er all his cruel foes: 
We sing his high enthronement,— 
His name all names above,— 
His infinite atonement,— 
His everlasting love. 


SERVICES OF THE LORD'S DAY. 


Faith spreads her pinions soaring, 
And finds the happy place ; 
Hope joins the throngs adoring, 
And shares their ravished gaze : 
Love, like a cherub burning, 
Her bridal dress assumes, 
And all his claims discerning, 
In bliss and duty blooms. 


Thus, Lord, thy throne surrounding, 
We swell the worthy praise, 
From wei celestial sounding, 


Throug 


everlasting days. 


“Thrice worthy thou, for ever, 
All glory to receive.” Bek: 
But Oh, our tongues can never” 


An equal anthem weave ! 


Cambridge, September 4, 1844, 
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REVIEWS. 


The Sacraments. An Inquiry into the 
Nature of the Symbolic Institutions of 
the Christian Religion, usually called the 
Sacraments. By Ropert Hattey, D.D. 
Part I, Baptism. London: Jackson and 
Walford. 8vo. pp. 620, 

(Continued from page 519.) 

“Way then are infants baptized ?” 
The old question recurs. If, as the 
chosen adyocate of congregational opin- 
ions teaches, no satisfactory evidence has 
yet been adduced of “a divinely insti- 
tuted connexion between children and 
their parents, according to which the 
sign and seal of the blessings of the 
covenant were by divine appointment 
administered to children ;’—if the sup- 
position, so frequently assumed by con- 
troversial writers, that baptism is under 
the gospel dispensation the substitute 
for circumcision, is open to “serious 
objections ;”—if the notion of the sacra- 
ments as seals of prace, in the sense of 
personal attestations, is “ opposed to the 
doctrine of justification by faith ;’—if 
the notion of regeneration by baptism is 
not only unfounded, but, even in its 
mildest form, “ pernicious ;” why then 
are infants baptized? The answer fur- 
nished by the compilers of the state- 
church catechism to this very reasonable 
question, Dr. Halley and his congrega- 
tional brethren discard: the promise of 
faith and repentance by sureties, is 
neither made under their sanction, nor 
pleaded in their writings. ‘“ Why then 
are infants baptized, when by reason of 
their tender age they cannot perform 
them?” aes 

Dr. Halley cuts the knot, which many 
have wasted their energies in fruitless 
endeavours to untie. He denies that 
either repentance or faith is required. 
Passivity is the utmost he demands, and 
it is not essential that even the passivity 
should be absolute. His theory is this :— 
Our Lord said, Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations, baptizing them. In inter+ 
preting this commission, we ought to 
impose no restriction upon the general 
terms employed, unless there be obvious 
and undeniable reasons for so doing. 
When Christ says, Teach all the nations, 


what right has his servant to exclade 
any who can be taught? and when he 
says, Baptize all the nations, what right 
has his servant to exclude any who can 
be baptized? As to the limitation of 
the word baptize to those who are 
taught, we have, according to the letter 
of this commission, no more right to 
limit the command to baptize to those 
who are taught, than we have to limit 
the command to teach to those who are 
baptized. If it be said, infants cannot 
be baptized ; it may be asked, why can 
they not? If baptism be immersion, 
surely infants can be immersed. Scrip- 
ture does not require faith, or any other 
Christian principle, as a necessary pre- 
requisite for baptism in either infants or 
adults. Baptists limit the commission, 
without any warrant for doing-so, when 
they requirea profession of faith as a 
qualification for baptism. The commis- 
sion is to baptize all the nations. 

We have no apprehension that Dr, 
Halley will object to the fairness of this 
statement of his hypothesis, or ask for 
evidence of his having taught any one of 
its particulars; but, for the sake of 
others, it may be well to adduce his 
own words. : 

“ The precise point of inquiry being suggested 
by the terms of our Lord’s commission, we can- 
not too constantly or carefully keep them in 
view. Go ye therefore and teach, or disciple, 
all the nations, baptizing them into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. The question respecting the subjects 
of baptism is here resolved into one of grammar 
and criticism. It is simply what is the antece- 
dent to the word them, or for what noun is that 


pronoun substituted. Going forth, disciple all 


the nations (mévra 7d 2674) baptizing them 
(airods)—all the nations, into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; 
teaching them, all the nations, to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you. So 
far as the grammatical construction is concerned, 
the meaning of the terms is precisely the same 
as it would be if the words of the commission 
were, baptize all the nations. Adhering, there- 
fore, to the grammar of the words, we say the 
commission, which no man has a right to alter, 
is—baptize alljthe nations.” —Pp. 488, 489. 
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“Let it, therefore, be understood that, in our 
opinion, the great argument for the baptism of 
infants is the plain grammar of the only com- 
mission which we have received to baptize at 
all. If there are any restrictions to this com- 
mission, let them be produced, and let the 
limitation of the word ‘them,’ in the phrase 
‘baptizing them,’ deriving its breadth of mean- 
ing from the antecedent ‘all the nations,’ be 
fairly considered. To any part of the commis- 
sion, the discipling, the baptizing, or the teach- 
ing, I know only one limitation, and that is the 
want of ability to execute if, Until some 
restriction be produced from the New Testa- 
ment, I maintain, on the terms of the only 
command to baptize, that to baptize an infant is 
just as much the duty of the church, and a duty 
resting upon just the same authority as to teach 
a Hindoo. Infants are, unless cause to the con- 
trary can be shown, just as much included in the 
baptism as Hindoos are in the teaching. Every 


argument against infant baptism isan argument | 


to limit the commission, and therefore by com- 
parison with the words of the commission it 
must be tested, and its value determined,”— 
Pp. 494, 495, 

x * * * 

“If it be asked, why belief should be men- 
tioned before baptism, we reply, as one must be 
mentioned before the other, there may have been 
no specific reason for the preference, or the rea- 
son may have been in the circumstances of the 
address, and now may be of no importance, or 
usually it was to be expected that persons 
would first believe and then apply for baptism. 
We, however, must protest against the assump- 
tion that reasons for the collocation of words 
are to be demanded in controversy. That he 
who believeth and is baptized will be saved, we 
are bound to believe; but why belief should be 
mentioned~before baptism, we are not bound to 
explain.” —Pp. 509, 510. 

* * * * 

“Unless, then, a baptist brother be per- 
mitted to assume that an infant cannot be 
baptized, the argument remains unimpaired. 
But does he suppose that we shall quietly 
allow him to assume the whole question in 
dispute? If he can prove that children can- 
not be baptized, of course he has brought this 
long controversy to a most triumphant conclu- 
sion. I can only say he is very simple to allow 
himself to be seduced from this commanding 
position, in which he can silence us whenever 
he pleases, to the low ground of interminable 
disputation upon various reasons for and against 
doing what, by any possibility, never has been 
done, and never can be done. If we are in the 
desperate predicament, of contending for the 


and not liking the prospect be 
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propriety of doing a thing which cannot by any 
means be done, of course all our arguments are 
worthless ; but if children can be baptized, then 
we say they ought to be baptized, because they 
have the promise, which St, Peter adduces as 
good reason and sufficient qualification for bap- 
tism. If they cannot, as they cannot repent, 
of course we are most fairly and effectually 
driven out of the whole field of controversy.” 
—Page 563. 


This then is the lecturer’s sheet- 
anchor. Others, valued by commanders 
of less bravery, he has dropped, or thrown 
overboard as more heavy than useful ; 
but with this in the vessel, he sits, con- 
templating serenely the violence of cur- 
rents, and the possibility of a storm. 
There are subsidiary arguments to which 
he intends to advert at some future time, 
but it is on the words of the commission 
that he relies chiefly. Speaking of Dr. 
Carson, he says, 


“In one respect, I think, he has most fairly 
and honourably, as distinguished from contro- 
vertists on both sides, selected the true ground 
of discussion in making the commission given 
by our Lord, the great and paramount authority 
by which the question in dispute must be chiefly 
decided. Many writers scarcely advert to the 
words of the commission, but amuse their 
readers with analogies and assumptions of 
various kinds. Dr. Carson says of the com- 
mission, ‘ Here I stand entrenched, and I defy 
the ingenuity of earth and hell to drive me from 
my position,’ p. 170. While I differ most widely 
from his interpretation, I adopt his principle, 
that the commission is our great law of baptism, 
and to its plain and grammatical sense all other 
arguments must be subservient, Tell us the 
meaning of the word them in the commission, 
and so far as I am concerned the controversy is 
settled, let what will become of believers’ bap- 
tism on the one hand, or of household baptism 


on the other.”— Page 607. 


One advantage belongs undeniably to 
Dr. Halley’s argument : it is comprehen- 
sive. It is sufficiently ample to cover 
a multitude of anomalies which we had 
thought never could be covered by any- 
thing but charity. It justifies, for exam- 
ple, the baptism of a iittle boy, of whose 
perplexing adventure i 
Pe ‘ormed the ceremony once told us. 

he baptism having been delayed till 
rather an unusual period, he stood be- 


fore the administrator while the pre- 


liminaries were transacted; but havin; 


watched attentively the course | 


'. 
a 


the minister who — 


events, 
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just as the water was about to be ap- 
plied, the little urchin darted away to 
the most distant part of the chapel, so 
that it was not till after a vigorous chase 
and re-capture that the reasonable service 
could be completed. It justifies the 
baptism of a young lady with whom we 
are well acquainted, in whose case a 
similar delay had taken place, and who, 
on the morning after her initiation, when 
her parents’ pastor called at the house, 
evinced her disinclination for any further 
intercourse, reproaching him with much 
spirit, as a naughty man who had thrown 
water into her face at chapel. It justifies 
the Danish clergy in carrying the chil- 
dren of our baptist brethren to the font 
to receive what they denominate bap- 
tism ; for the babes belong to the na- 
tion ; they are included in the commis- 
sion according to Dr. Halley’s interpre- 
‘tation, and in his view nothing but 
inability to fulfil it relieves from the 
obligation. It justifies the baptism of 
queen Keopuolani, in one of the Sand- 
wich islands, in the midst of an interest- 
ing group of foreigners, missionaries, 
merchants, chiefs, near relatives, and 
friends, who “surrounded the dying 
pillow, and waited a few momerts, 
hoping that the fluttering spirit might 
still be roused entirely from its lethargy, 
ere it quitted its earthly tenement for 
ever. But there being little prospect of 
this,” says the narrator, the senior mis- 
sionary “ proceeded at length to admi- 
nister the sacred ordinance which entitles 
all who recéive it to the name of Chris- 
tian.” It justifies the slave dealers of 
the Havanna in baptizing the ignorant 
‘victims of their cupidity. “1 asked 
him,” says the author of “ Fifty days on 
Board a Slave Vessel,” if at the Havanna, 


‘where his occupation formerly lay, it: 


was customary previously to baptizing 
the newly imported slaves, to give them 
any religious instruction. The answer 
was, “They are taught nothing before 
baptism ; it is not necessary to teach 
them anything in order to baptize them. 

‘This is in exact accordance with Dr. 
Halley’s language, “Some may choose 
‘to baptize only those who are taught, 
and others, with as good reason, ma 

teach only those who are baptized. t 


567 


Indians to baptism as cattle are driven 
to the water. In all these cases, and in 
im many others of equally questionable 
character, Dr. Halley’s interpretation of 
the commission might be pleaded, it 
seems to us, with perfect fairness. If 
his doctrine is true, all these transactions 
were in accordance with the genius of 
Christianity : they were all acts of obe- 
dience to the Saviour’s command. 

It will probably be thought incredible 
by some of our readers that a good and 
intelligent man, like Dr. Halley, should ad- 
vocate a principle that would justify such 
deeds. But ifhis argument did not go this 
length, it would be worth nothing to him ; 
and that it does go this length his words 
clearly show. He distinctly teaches that 
nothing but inability can exempt us from 
the duty of baptizing every individual of 
every nation. “ To any part of the com- 
mission,” he says, “the discipling, the 
baptizing, or the teaching, I know only 
one limitation, and that is the want of 
ability to execute it.” The exceptions 
that he specifies are such as confirm the 
tule. Inability to perform the act, not 
the impropriety of “its performance, is 
the reason which justifies its omission. 


“ Should it be said, that it is impossible to obey 
the command without some limitation, because 
great multitudes will not submit to Christian 
baptism, the reply is obvious, as the command 
certainly enjoins no more than we are able to 
perform, We are commanded to teach all the 
nations; but if classes or nations will not, or 
cannot, be taught, with them, of course, our 
obligation ceases.” —Page 491. 

* * » * 

“ Infants, indeed, whose parents will not pre- 
sent them for the purpose, cannot be baptized, — 
and so they are excepted on the same ground as 
their parents; but the infants of Christian 
parents and the infants of parents willing that 
their children shall be taught in Christian 
schools, and foundlings and orphans under 
Christian care, may be baptized, and are just 


as much included in the letter of this commission ———~ 


as any other persons whatsoever.” —Page 492, 


Nothing, however, can be more ex- 


plicit than his language near the conclu-~ 


sion of his argument :— 
“ Our conclusion, founded, as we believe, on 


justifies the baptism of nations en masse, 
‘which in the dark ages was frequently 
‘an item in a treaty of peace; and it 
justifies the zeal of the Spaniards, of 
‘whom we remember that Dr. Owen 
somewhere remarks that they drove the 


scriptural premises, and fortified by scriptural” 
precedents, is, that the baptismal commission 
ought to be expounded in its literal and un~ 
restricted sense: ‘ Go, disciple all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
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of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I com- 
mand you.’ Our commission is to disciple as 
many as we can, by baptizing and by teaching 
them, Some may choose to baptize only those 
who are taught, and others, with as good reason, 
may teach only those who are baptized. Adher- 
ing to the literality of the commission, we admit 
no exceptions, either in the baptizing or in the 
teaching, regarding the extent of our ability as 
the only limit of our obedience.” —Pp. 577, 578. 


Indeed, it is evident that to allow that 
the consent of the person to be baptized 
should be obtained, would be as fatal to 
Dr. Halley’s argument as to allow that a 
profession of faith should be demanded. 
Of what use could that consent be that 
did not originate in conviction? What 
good reason could he have for desiring 
to be baptized who did not believe in 
Jesus as the Saviour? His motives must 
be such as could not bear the divine 
scrutiny. His outward obedience to the 
precept could not be acceptable. With- 
out faith, it is impossible to please God. 
Nor could Dr. Halley maintain his argu- 
ment with those who require a profession 
of faith, for one moment, if he himself 
were to require a profession of willing- 
ness. If the question is simply, “‘ what is 
the antecedent to the word them,” in the 
commission, while he says nations in 
distinction from believers, we shall hold 
him to nations in distinction from appli- 
cants. How could he expect to be 
allowed to restrict “all nations” to 
those persons in all nations who con- 
sent, while he protests against our re- 
stricting “all nations” to those persons 
in all nations who profess belief. Gram- 
mar and logic are no respecters of 
‘persons: they will not bend to him 
while refusing to yield tous. Besides, 
if the consent of the person baptized 
were admitted to be requisite, what 
would become of the whole argument 
respecting infants? ‘“ There is,” as he 
says, “‘no insuperable difficulty in dip- 
ping an infant ;” but there is insuperable 
difficulty in getting a new-born infant’s 
consent to be dipped. It is only by 
making it imperative to dip all nations 
without waiting for acquiescence that he 
can get infants included in the opera- 
tion. His application of the text neces- 
aly sets aside concurrence on the part 
of the baptized, and hesitation on the 
part of the baptizer. We are not taking 
advantage of an accidental omission, or 
pressing ungenerously an incautious 
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over-statement: we are only pointing: 


out an essential part of Dr. Halley’s 
main position. If he were to allow that 
consent was necessary, the whole fabric 
he has erected would crumble to the 
dust. The basis of his system is, that 
the commission requires no profession, 
imposes no restraint, suggests no limita- 
tion, allows no discrimination to the 
administrator. Consistently he disclaims 
“all arguments which assume any dis- 
tinction of privileges among children 
on account of the faith of their parents.” 
Consistently he maintains that baptism 
is not an act of worship. Consistently 
he declares, “ To any part of the com- 
mission, the discipling, the baptizing, or 
the teaching, I know only of one limita- 
tion, and that is the want of ability to 
execute it.” 

Dr. Halley says of the great inde- 
pendent theologian of the seventeenth 
century, to whose views of the Abrahamic 
covenant he objects, “ Owen was not 
the man to hesitate about a conclusion, 
however startling, to which he was 
brought from his premises by a due 
course of logic, however circuitous.” 
We are quite disposed to pay Dr. Halley 
the same compliment ; and yet we can 
scarcely believe that he is accustomed 
to carry out his own principles very ex- 
tensively in the town in which he dwells. 
In executing the commission, as he him- 
self understands it, “ the discipling, the 
baptizing, and the teaching,” but espe- 
cially the baptizing, does he wait for the 
consent of the object of his benevolent 
regard, or does he not? Does he follow 
auniform course, and is that course con- 
sistent with the rule laid down in his 
writings? Does he wait for the consent 
of the person he baptizes ? if so, how, in 
the case of a little infant, does he obtain 
it? Does he baptize persons whom he 
finds unbaptized, without waiting for 
their consent? His practice in this 
respect is limited, we believe, by some- 
thing else than want of ability; else the 
local police reports would have told sur- 
prising tales, and the London press 
would have loudly echoed them. May 
gentleness and discretion continue to 
guide him! But what will be the result 
of his doctrine, should it prevail exten- 
sively among men of greater constitu- 


tional ardour? If many such men should — 


adopt his interpretation, and say, “ Ad- 
hering to the literality of the commission, 
we admit of no exceptions, either 

baptizing or in the teaching, regz 
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the extent of our ability as the only limit 
of our obedience,” will it be quite safe 
for the unbaptized part of the community 
to walk in the open fields? To what 
extent his sentiment has been received 
we know not; and till we know, we 
have no heart to follow him into the 
question respecting. the meaning of the 
word baptize. Let that stand over for 
the present. To be sprinkled without 
one’s consent would be annoying, but to 
be forced into a river would be worse. 
May all who esteem it their duty to 
baptize without any other limitation 
than want of ability to execute it, ad- 
here to the lecturer’s views of the mode 
in which therite should be performed! Im- 
mersion, as we practice it, is quite inno- 
cent; but administered by compulsion 
it may be dangerous. 

Does any reader object that this is 
playing with the subject ; we maintain 
that it is not. Dr. Halley’s criticism ex- 
cludes consent from the commission just 
as conclusively as it excludes belief ; and 
Dr. Halley’s argument requires the ex- 
clusion of consent, to make it applicable 
to the case of infants, for whose sake he 
adduces it. 

As to the commission itself, we are 
quite content to understand it, as it is 
interpreted by the language and conduct 
of those who were present when it was 
uttered, and were intrusted with its 
fulfilment. The course pursued by the 
apostles is, in our view, the best com- 
mentary on the sentence on which Dr. 
Halley descants. When the day of Pen- 
tecost was fully come, we find inspired 
expositors of the Saviour’s mandate, 


~ both teaching and baptizing. They de- 


Jivered their testimony respecting the 
ascended Messiah ; it was believed by 
many; and the persons whom they 
baptized on the occasion are described 
as “ they that gladly received the word.” 
This, at least, Dr. Halley must permit 
us to regard as an example of “ believers’ 
baptism.” A short time afterwards, one 
of their companions visiting Samaria, ex- 
plained to its inhabitants the nature of 
that kingdom which the Son of God had 
set up, and illustrated the claims of its 
King ; the issue is stated in these terms: 
—“when they believed Philip preaching 
the things concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
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were baptized, both men and women.” 
In like manner, when Paul visited 
Corinth, the result is given by the his- 
torian in these words, few but expres- 
sive :—“and many of the Corinthians 
hearing, believed, and were baptized.” 
In baptizing believers, then, we are pur- 
suing a safe course, a course for which 
we have apostolic precedent, a course 
which’is in harmony with the whole spirit 
and letter of the Christian dispensation. 

The publication of these lectures will 
prove, we are persuaded, an event of no 
small importance in the history of the 
congregational body. It is to be hoped that 
a cheap edition will be speedily put to 
press, and circulated extensively through- 
out the independent churches. They un- 
settle every thing pertaining to the de- 
fence of peedobaptism, and place nothing 
They will teach 
their readers to distrust old arguments 
on which they have been accustomed to 
rely, while the new theory proposed 
will be received with confidence by 
comparatively few. Able as they are, 
they are but an attempt to effect what 
is impossible; and the candour and inde- 
pendent thinking of the lecturer do little 
more than conciliate esteem for the advo- 
cate at the expense of his cause. 

Our congregational brethren may lec- 
ture, and publish, but they may be 
assured that the time is at hand when 
they will be compelled to take a differ- 
ent position from that which they have 
been accustomed to occupy. They will 
find it necessary to choose either the 
compulsory or the voluntary principle, 
and to abide by their choice. It will 
not be possible to continue much longer 
the attempt to blend them. They must 
either retrace their steps, or proceed a 
little farther. Ifthey teach that the whole 
of a Christian’s career should be one of 
voluntary obedience, excepting the first 
act, they will find their people demand- 


ing reasons why the first act should not _ - 


be voluntary also. A compulsory begin- 
ning of a voluntary course is too incon- 
sistent to be practised long in an en- 


lightened age, without examination. The — 


baptism of unconscious infants is part of 
the compulsory system, and the com- 
pulsory system is losing its hold on 
the public mind, and rapidly passing 
away. ~ 
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The Pulpit Cyclopedia; and Christian Minis- 
ter’s Companion. By the Author of “ Sketches 
and Skeletons of Sermons,” “ Christian’s 
Daily Portion,” “ Sermons for Family Read- 
ing,” &c., &c., &c. In Four Volumes. Lon- 
don; large 12mo, Price 22s,, cloth. 


It is said that there are, in the Wesleyan 
connexion alone, as many as forty thousand 
persons, engaged during the week in business, 
who are in the habit of preaching occasionally 
on the Lord’s day. It has been, we apprehend, 
the principal, though not the exclusive aim of 
the compiler of these volumes, to afford them 
that kind of assistance which in many exigences 
they are likely to desire, by furnishing them 
with skeletons of sermons adapted to such con- 
gregations as they have to address, and provid- 
ing them with a quantity of reading suitable to 
prepare them for their work, and guide them in 
its performance. The compiler being one of our 
general baptist brethren, the tone of his senti- 
ments will be found in general harmony with 
theirs ; and we doubt not that his volumes will 
obtain great acceptance among them. He has 
evidently endeavoured, however, to avoid con- 
troverted topics, and to select such subjects for 
his skeletons as are best adapted for plain village 
congregations. The use of his volumes will not 
be confined, we are persuaded, to any one sec- 
tion of the Christian church. We do not advise 
any young man who aspires to eminence as a 
preacher to adopt the skeleton of another man 
as his own; but for preachers who think they 
cannot do without such help, here are nearly 
three hundred provided by a minister who has 

reat facility and tact as a sermonizer. The 

tter half of each volume is occupied with 
essays by a great variety of authors, British 
and foreign, on theological study, the composi- 
tion and delivery of sermons, the characteristics 
of an efficient ministry, revivals, pastoral duties, 
and kindred subjects; and these may be read 
with advantage by all who are engaged in the 
peviaevon of divine truth, or in preparing 
or pulpit labours. 


The History of the London Missionary Society, 
comprising an Account of the Origin of the 
Society ; Biographical Notices of some of its 
Founders an issionaries ; with a Record of 
its Progress at Home and its Operations 
Abroad. Compiled from Original Documents 
in the Possession of the Society, By Wit1Am 
Enis, late Foreign Secretary of the Society, 


and Author of “ Polynesian Researches,” &c, 
an ta 2h itn 8vo. pp. 579. "Piles 
_ . Ss. se 


_ As the London Missionary Society was formed 
in September, 1795, it has recently entered upon 
its fiftieth year, The jubilee could not be more 
suitably ushered in than by the production of a 
full history of its exertions and vicissitudes, A 
portion of this desideratum Mr, Ellis has fur- 


| but the repetition of the attempt in regard-to the 


nished, and we earnestly hope that his life and 
health will be prolonged till he has completed 
his design. A better book of the kind we have 
never seen. The narrative is perspicuous and 
deeply interesting ; it is written with straight- 
forward simplicity, in an unaffected style, and a 
truly Christian spirit. A large proportion of 
this volume relates to the islands of the Pacific ; 
and the history of past hopes and fears, labours 
and trials of patience, especially in Tahiti, can- 
not fail to awaken in every friend of civilization 
and justice, indignation at the dastardly and 
iniquitous conduct of the French, and affection- 
ate sympathy for the victims of their tyranny. 
May their friends at home and abroad be under 
the guidance of that wisdom that is from 
above ; and may hé who knows how to bring 
light out of darkness, cause even these afflic- 
tions to conduce to the purification of the 
churches and their establishment in the truth! 


Memoirs of David Nasmith: his Labours and 
Travels in Great Britain, France, the United 
States, and Canada, By Joun CAMPBELL, 
D.D., Author of the “ Martyr of Erromanga,” 
« Jethro,” “ Maritime Discovery,” §c. Lon- 
don: 8vo, pp. 476, Price 10s, 6d. ; 


The subject of these memoirs was born at 
Glasgow in the year 1799. In his sixteenth 
year he became a member of a Christian church ; 
and from that time desires for usefulness appear 
to have had complete possession of his heart. 
He was anxious to become a missionary to the 
heathen, and expecting, though without suffi- 
cient reason, to be engaged in missionary work, 
he threw up,his secular employment. This com- 
mencement corresponded with his subsequent 
career, Earnestly desiring to do good, and 
resolved to attempt whatever the spiritual 


| necessities of his fellow-men seemed to demand, 


he was habitually regardless of the consequences 
to himself, Conscientious, devout, and persever- 
ing, he spent his life in forming city and town 
missions, and other philanthropic and religious 
Societies, especially the London Female Mission, 
an institution of great worth, having, mean- 
while, a dependent family and no regular in- 
come. Towards the end of his course pecuniary 
difficulties pcos heavily upon him; and the - 
account before us leads to the conclusion that 
they brought on the disease which, after a fey 
Mays’ severe illness, terminated all hig ear’ 
exettions in November,, 18389°_ The narrative 
evinces Dr. Campbell’s accustomed ardour and = 
admiration of what is excellent; but we should _ 
not discharge our duty fully, if we did not 
advert to the injury he has done the work by an 
unhappy imitation of one of his own most suc- 
cessful performances, The interest of the 
“ Martyr of Erromanga” was greatly increased _ 


| by the manner in which he addressed its chap- 


ters to Oetinguiteed personages, and the use 
which he made of their resp ‘ive characters ; 


x 
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thirty chapters of this volume, is a complete 
failure: it occasions the introduction of much 
superfluous and complimentary matter, and 
gives to the whole an unnatural aspect. 


Baptism “the Sacrament” of Liberty. A 
etter to the Churches of the Baptist Denomi- 
nation ; with an Epistle Dedicatory to the Rev. 
Alexander Carson, LL.D. By CHARLES 
TuHompson, Minister of York Street Chapel, 
Manchester, Second Thousand, London: 
Dyer. 8vo, pp. 16. 


The leading sentiment of this pamphlet, and 
that from which its title is derived, is more 
fully expressed in the following sentence :— 
“Talk of slavery! The most monstrous inno- 
yation that was ever attempted on human 
nature, is that of binding in theological chains, 
the inactive soul of the helpless infant.” The 
letter was originally prepared, by request, for 
the adoption of the Lancashire and Cheshire 
association; but, as has happened in many 
other cases, and will probably happen again, 
certain modifications were proposed that did not 
meet with the concurrence of the writer, and it 
was ultimately withdrawn, A document which 
is not quite suitable for the appropriation of a 
public body, is sometimes unobjectionable when 
issued on individual responsibility ; and there 
are more than one class of readers to whom 
these pages are likely to be useful. One hint, 
the author, who values plain speaking, will 
allow us to subjoin. He has introduced, in his 
Epistle Dedicatory, a quotation from the preface 
to a recent volume of this magazine, in very 
complimentary terms, which we respectfully 
acknowledge: but jin reading it, we were im- 
pressed with the conviction that it could not 
possibly be our language, On referring to the 
passage we found that it consisted of sentences, 
and parts of sentences, with some modifications, 
and though the general meaning was preserved, 
the tout ensemble was such as we knew instinc- 
tively never proceeded from our pen. It would 
save all writers who have the honour to be quoted, 
much vexation, and prevent, especially in con- 
troversial works, many charges of disingenuous- 
ness, if all who make quotations would act 
according to our own rule, which is, never to 
put within inverted commas any word that is 
not in the passage cited, and never to bring 
into one passage separated sentences without 
some marks showing that other matter inter- 
vened, In the present case, however, no unfair- 
ness can possibly have been intended, 


The Communion of the Saints. By Henry 
AinswortH, Author of “Annotations on 
the Pentateuch,” Aberdeen: 16mo. pp. 254, 


Two hundred years ago, the author of this 
treatise was eminent both for his biblical learn- 
ing, and for his advocacy of congregational prin- 

iples. This work contains much that is 
excellent, together with some doctrine that 
we hope we may regard as obsolete. Thus, in 
showing how the saints grow into a body or 
church, he gives this specimen of sentiments 
entertained in those days:—‘“ And together 
with themselves, their infants also are received, 
by virtue of God’s promise unto Abraham, 

7 lligh promise by Christ is confirmed unto us, 
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with all the benefits and privileges of the same. 
Which infants, though they want discretion to 
perceive the favour of God for the present ; 
yet want they not sanctification, but are holy, 
if but one parent believe in Christ: and this, 
through the mighty work of God’s Spirit, who 
sanctifieth his from the womb : and by his grace 
doth comfort the parents, in that he is both their 
God and the God of their seed ; and afterwards, 
the children also have their faith confirmed, by 
knowing that they were cast upon him from 
the womb, and he was their God from their 
mother’s belly.” Here was a tangible reason 
for infant baptism ; the child, if one parent was 
a. believer, was holy, through the work of God’s 
Spirit, and being thus sanctified spiritually, 
there seemed some reason for baptizing it: but 
who believes such things now ? 


New Marginal Readings and References, adap- 
ted to the Authorized Version of the Holy 
Scriptures, with Occasional Notes. By the 
Rev. Wittiam Buren, A.B., Author of an 
Exposition of the Book of the Revelation, 
Lectures on the Second Advent, &c. The 
Four Gospels with a Harmony. A New and 
Improved Edition, Dublin: W. Curry, jun., 
and Co. 16mo. pp. 307. 


The plan of this work is good, and it has 
been compiled with care, The greatest draw- 
back from its excellence is, in our view, that the 
author regarding the second appearing of our 
Lord as introductory to his promised reign, 
finds types and predictions corresponding with 
his belief where we cannot see them. To those 
of our readers—and we have some—who do not 
object to this, the book may he safely recom- 
mended. 


The Calcutta Melodies, comprising Thirty-six 
Original Psalm and Hymn Tunes, in a 
Variety of Measures, adapted to the Hymns 
by Newton, Cowper, Dr. Watts, Dr, Rippon, 
and Dr, Collyer, By the late Rev. Joun 
Lawson, Missionary to the East Indies, 
Arranged with a Separate Accompaniment 
for the Organ, Piano Forte, or Seraphine, by 
G. Mather, Organist, St. Bride, Fleet Street. 
London: pp. 38. Price 3s. 6d. 


The musical talents of our late friend, Mr. 
Lawson, were acknowledged and highly appre- 
ciated by his immediate connexions. One of his 
compositions, called Auburn, if we may account 
frequency of repetition a criterion, has estab- 
lished itself very extensively in the favour of 
the British public. Many of those contained ~ 
in the pages before us will be found substantial 
tunes for congregational use. 


“Tt is just like Him:” or, God’s Unspeakable 
Gift, By J. D. CasewEuL, Hvesham, Lon- 
don: Dyer. 8vo. pp. 23. 


The title of this pamphlet is derived from an 
anecdote of a poor negress who, having received 
instruction in the truths of Christianity, bein 
asked if she were not astonished that God 
should .so love our world as to ave his only 
begotten Son to die for it, replied, “ No, it is 
just like him.” Mr. Casewell, the pastor of a 

aptist church at Evesham, taking this sentence 
as a motto, illustrates the magnitude of the gift 
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by reference to the eternal and intense love of 
the Father for his Son, the Saviour’s original 
greatness, the relations of this gift to the moral 
government of God, and its connexion with 
human renovation and the everlasting happiness 
of man. 


The Origin and Progress of the Scotch Baptist 
Churches, from their Rise in 1765 to 1834. To 
which is Annexed a Brief Summary of their 
Principles, Edinburgh: 24mo. pp.96. Price 1s. 


The Scotch Baptists—that is to say, those 
baptists, whether in Scotland or elsewhere, 
whose arrangements harmonize with those of 
the baptist churches first instituted in the 
northern part of the island—differ from their 
English brethren in some particulars, chiefly 
relating to church government, If the Scotch 


and English baptist churches were better ac- | 


quainted with each other than they are, we 
have often thought it would be for their mutual 
advantage; we are pleased therefore’te see this 
account of their history and principles in their 
own language. It is believed that Mr. William 
Jones, whose valuable writings are well known, 
is the oldest Scotch baptist now living; having 
been baptized by the late Mr. Mc Lean in 1786. 


Memoir of Mrs. Martha Innes, Edinburgh ; 
with Extracts from her Diary and Letters. 
Compiled and Edited by her Husband. Lon- 
don; 16mo. pp, 226. Price 3s, 6d. 


The subject of this memoir—the affectionate 
wife of our respected friend the senior pastor of 
the church in Elder Street, Edinburgh—died on 
the 13th of last January. “In this volume 
there will be found comparatively little variety 
of incident, the object of the biographer being 
to show from the materials before him, what 
was obvious to those who witnessed her every- 
day life and conversation, how remarkably 
affliction was made subservient in the hand 
of the all-wise and all-gracious Disposer of 
events, in producing a cheerful submission, and 
increasing sanctification of heart and life, dur- 
ing the later years of her sojourn on earth.” 


Female Writers: Thoughts on their Proper 
Sphere, and on their Powers of Usefulness. 
By M. A. Sropart, Author of “ Every-day 
Duties,” “ Hints on Reading,” §c. London: 
Seeley and Burnside. Foolscap 8vo. pp. 203, 


Very suitable to be read by young ladies who 


have recently left school. A little our-beautiful- 


churchism is brought in, but not much, and not 
offensively. 


A Dictionary of the English Language, contain- 
ing the RR ah Et oes and Ex- 
planation of all Words authorized by Eminent 

Writers: to which are added, A Vocdbulary 
of the Roots of English Words, and an 
Accented List of Greek, Latin, and Scrip- 


ture Proper Names, By Auexanprr Rei, 
A.M, Rector of the Circus Place School, 


Edinburgh ; Author of “ Rudiments of Eng- 
dish sition,” oe es 
pp. 564. Price 6s. 6d. bow 


A catefully compiled and_neatl. ted 
iionry, edly adapted forthe sha 


Edinburgh ; 12mo, | 
sas hens P 
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the family. Its contents are described correctly 
in the title page. 


Illustrations of the Law of Kindness, By the 
Rev. G. W. Montcomery. With a Prefa- 
tory Address to the English Reader, London: 
Wiley and Putnam. 24mo. pp. 183. 


A good importation from the other side of the 
Atlantic, illustrating by a great variety of inci- 
dents the fact that kindness will often be suc- 
cessful where appeals to force, or rigid justice, 
are ineffective. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


Discourses Delivered on Occasion of the Death of 
the Rev. Robert Balmer, D.D., Minister of the First 
United Associate Congregation, Berwick, and Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology to the United Seces- 
sion Church. By James Henperson, D.D., Gala- 
shiels, and Joan Brown, D.D., Edinburgh, Professor 
of Exegetical Theology to the United Secession 
Church. Published by Request. Second Edition. 
Edinburgh: Oliphant, 8vo. pp. 79. 


A Minister’s Meditations: Principally Designed 
as A Help for the Tried Followers of the Lamb. By 
WixurAmM Burp, Okehampton. London: ,Houlston 
and Stoneman. 18mo. pp. 112. 


The Antichrist of St. John, St. Paul’s Man of Sin, 
and the Little Horn of Daniel, Identified in their 
Application to the Papacy, and its Present Aspect. 
By Cuartes RicHArD CAMERON, M.A., Rector of 
Swaby, in the County of Lincoln, Author of “The 
Sayings and Doings of Popery,” “Parochial Ser- 
mons for Half a Year,” &c., &c. London: Houlston 
and Stoneman. 8vo, pp. 63. 


The Hebrew Martyrs: or, The Triumph of Princi- 
oa JoHn WapprneTon. London: Snow. 18mo. 
‘pp. 71, 


—— 


An Essay on the Genealogy of the Lord J. 
Christ. with Illustrated Tables. London : og 
12mo. pp. 29. z 


— 


The Jew, In This and Other Lands. London 
(Tract Society) pp. 162. : 


— 


The Working Man’s Wife. 


“ The Family Book.” i (ne Author 


18mo. pp. 176, 


— 


My School-boy Daj Lonilon: Tract 7 
18mo. pp. 112. it ae YT Pidiol, Society) 


The Eclectiet Review. London: Ward esis 


—— 


The Herald of Peace. , October : 
ice Bd. — bac ¢ October, 1844. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


—_—_—__ 


AMERICA, 


ANTI-MISSION BAPTISTS. 


Under this head we find the following 
paragraphs in the Boston Christian Watch- 
man :— 

«Tt may not be generally known to our 
readers, that there yet remain many churches 
in the south and south-western states, opposed 
to missionary and other religious institutions; 
regarding them as of man’s device, and wholly 
unauthorized by the word of God. The 
number of these churches, however, is rapidly 
diminishing, and they will probably soon 
cease to exist. 

“From the last minutes of the General 
Association of Kentucky, compiled by the 
Rey. Thomas S. Malcom, we learn that the 
number of anti-mission baptist churches in 
the state, is 204. Ministers, 82. Commu- 
nicants, 7877. 

“The views of the anti-mission baptists, 
as distinguished from their more enlightened 
brethren, may be seen from their own min- 
utes, extracts from which are published in 
the minutes of the General Association. It 
seems odd enough that any baptist should 
talk after this wise. Missionary, bible, and 
temperance societies ‘at war with the doc- 
trines of the bible!’ Alas! Alas!” 


“The following extracts are from the minutes of 
the Licking Association, the largest anti-association 
in the state:—‘The Licking Association has wit- 
nessed with deep regret the various efforts which 
have been made to involve the memory of several 
valued ministers of the gospel, who lived and died 


-members of her body, in the modern missionary 


institutions of the day. Some are curious to know 
why Elkhorn Association has not introduced Peter, 
James, John, the Master, or some other inspired 
witness, to sustain her missionary operations, in- 
stead of Ambrose Dudley, Joseph Redding, John 
Price, and others, who made no pretensions to being 


- inspired. A solution of the question is not difficult 


when it is known that the bible is silent as death on 
that subject.’ Again, ‘Suppose some of our aged 
brethren had given countenance to missionary ope- 
rations, we ask, is the church justified thereby (in 
the absence of bible authority) in giving her support 
to an institution which it is believed has done, and 
is doing more, to corrupt her than, perhaps, any 
other?’ And again, ‘ We.understand modern mis- 
sionism to be at war with the doctrine of the bible.’ 


©The circular letter of the Panther Greek Asso- 
ciation, gives this advice :—* We further say to the 
churches, have nothing to do with the Bible Society, 
for we think it dangerous to authorize a few design- 


ing men to translate the holy bible. Stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ has made you 
“not entangled with the yoke of bondage,’ 


free, and be 


©The Green River Association, in its circular 


tter of 1842, declares, ‘We confess we did corre- 
nd with our brethren, when we knew they had | 


something to do with these missionary unscriptural 
societies, with a prayerful hope that our brethren 
would see the evil of these things, and forsake them ; 
but, to our sad disappointment, we haye found it 
grow worse, for they now have given liberty for the 
members to join any of the benevolent societies as 
they now exist; for this cause we are compelled to 
forsake our brethren, or the word of God. We, 
therefore, decidedly wish to inform our friends and 
brethren at large, that we believe that the bible 
knows of no society but the church of Christ, in a 
religious point of view; so that we cannot receive 
into our fellowship either churches or members who 
join one of those unscriptural societies.’ 


“The minutes of the Obion Association for 1842 
(six of its eghurches are in Kentucky, and the re- 
mainder in Tennessee), contains the following para- 
graph :—‘ Agreed to notice the request from Bethel 
church. Will this association hold in fellowship any 
church “who suffers her members to join the tem- 
perance societies, falsely so called ? Whereupon this 
association says, No; she will not.’ ” 


The ignorant antipathy to missionary ex- 
ertions displayed in these extracts, is not their 
only deplorable feature. The assumption of 
authority oyer the consciences of individuals 
is equally opposed to the spirit of the 
New Testament. Such communities as 
those to which the preceding paragraphs 
refer are not, alas! the only ones that adopt 
the principle that churches have a right to lay 
down terms of communion that Christ has 
not prescribed, and decide what conduct their 
members shall adopt in reference to doubtful 
questions. In the minutes of the New York 
Baptist Association for the present year, we 
find certain queries proposed by one of the 
churches and discussed, of which the following 
is the first :— 


“Tf a member of the church, by trafficking in 
ardent spirits, bring reproach upon himself and the 
church to which he belongs ; would it be justifiable 
for that church, after having dealt with him in the 
spirit of the gospel, and found their entreaties and 
admonitions rejected, to exclude him from their 
fellowship ?” io 


To which an answer was returned evincing, 
in our opinion, very inadequate notions of - 
the liberty with which Christ has made his 
people free. The lordship of a prelate 
which our American friends reject, is not 
more unwarranted or offensive than the 
lordship of the brethren over the consciences 
of individual Christians, The body that can 
decree that if a member who sells fermented 
liquors refuses at the bidding of the church to 
which he belongs to relinquish his trade, it is 
the duty of that church to put him away, 
and, the other association which being 
asked whether it will hold in fellowship 
any church that suffers its members to 
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join the “temperance societies, falsely 80 
called ?” replies, ‘‘ No; she will not,” both 
assume an authority, with which they would 
find it very difficult to prove that the One 
Lawgiver had invested them. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 
NORFOLK. AND NORWICH. 


Twenty-three churches constitute this asso- 
ciation. 


Aylsham ...cscccsseesvesee 

Bacton..... .C. Green. 
Blakeney, J. Cragg. 

Buxton J. Dawson. 
Costessey . «J. Ivory. 
Dereham..... .J. Williams. 
Downham... .J. Bane, Minister. 
Fakenham... .S. B. Gooch. 
Foulsham,... .D. Thompson. 
Holt.. .W. S. Harcourt, Minister. 
Ingham .J. Venimore. 


Ludham ..J. Sadler. “j 
Lynn... . T. Wigner. 
Martham . . Hindes. 
Neatishead . .. W. Spurgeon 
NeCbODseesectsseitecessies E, Griffiths. 


Norwich, Orford Hill. 
Ditto, St. Clement’s.T. Wheeler. 
Ditto, St. Mary’s ....W. Brock. 
Swaffham ....csceseevers J. Hewett. 


Tittleshall., 
Upwell...iss.sccseseeeveed» Porter. 
Worstead ..s.0cs0n00..0. T. Keen. 


The annual meeting was held in Orford 
Hill Chapel, Norwich, on the 24th and 25th of 
July, The circular letter is on Home Mission- 
ary Operations, illustrating the wants of the 
county, and the measures desirable in order 
to meet them. Among the resolutions passed 
were the following :— 


“That the circular letter for the next year be, 
“On the Behaviour becoming the House of God ;’ 
Mr. Brock to be the writer. 


“That as this association is the only society con- 
nected with the baptist denomination, carrying on 
home missionary work in the county of Norfolk, the 
sustentation and increase of our home missionary 
fund is anobject of great importance to the cause of 
God and truth; that the associated churches in 
general be therefore respectfully requested to hold 
annual public meetings on its behalf; and that 
application be made to other baptist churches in the 
county, to admit appeals for the same object, as 
early and as frequently as is consistent with their 
duty to other departments of the work of the Lord. 

“That the Baptist Theological Education Society 
has the warm approval of this association.” 

Statistics. . 
Number of churches .....cisescversterererreer ld 
Baptized pwessestsosscasivonseasws270 
, Received by letter. 
Restored .....+.++ 


Removed by death............ 42 
Dismissed..........00006 
a el aaa 


reed 


Sunday sch 
ro legge Mt OOH Taoreae 280 


The general meeting of the association in 
1845 is to be held at St, Clement’s Chapel, 
Norwich, on the 23rd and 24th of July. 


WORCESTERSHIRE, 


The following churches constitute this 
association :— 


Aleoster << s:icctewsdscests J. Allen. 

Atch Leneb..,...00:.0.6. D. Crumpton. 

Evesham, Ist Church.J. Hockin. 
Ditto. 2nd Church.J. D. Casewell. 


Pershore. savctscessssviers F. Overbury. 
Stratford..... 

DEON siereveners so af Freer. 
Westmancote . ...J. Francis 
Worcester....0s..-0ce00e. W. Crowe. 
Stations «oc ¢ 2 Blove, J. Price 


The annual meeting was held at Evesham, 
July the 9th and 10th. Mr. Casewell was 
chairman, and Mr. Overbury secretary. Messrs. 
Crumpton, Crowe, and Cubitt preached, 


Statistics. 
Number of churches ......ccsrccsoscsetscsene e009 
Baptized ¢........c.00 
Received by letter. 
Restored} vieckiwsecsaakstivwes 
Removed by death .........05. 14 
Dismissed ....., verees 18 


Excluded .... we 
Withdta wh: 2iiseco.sevsesse0esl9 


Clear increase ......sese0e 68 
Number of members. 1024 
Sunday scholars... 1301 


Village stations .....:...cceccesessnsrvevensus St 


The next annual seeking is to be held at 


Alcester, on the second Tuesday and Wednes- 
day in J uly, 1845. 


YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING. 


The following is the list of churches in this 
association :— 


Barnoldswick ......05+ 

Bingley........ +».J. Burton. 

Blackley savsvesesessveese 

Bradford, Ist Church .H., Dowson. 
Ditto, 2nd Church .T. ‘Pottenger. 

Bramley .e..sscssesssses ...J. Macpherson. 

Chapel Fold .............J. Allison. 

Cowling Hill............N. Walton. 


Cullingworth ° 

Earby.... ..W. Wilkinson. 
Farsley... .J. Foster. 
Gildersome. R. S. Frearson, 
Golecar........ seed. Green. 


Halifax....... 


Hebden Bridge. 
Horseforth..... 
Hunslet...... 


te BT Bee 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Pole: Mooricc.scisessas «HH. W. Holmes. 
Rawden...... ...W. Liddell, 
Rishworth.., ...T. Mellor. 
Rotherham ...... ie 

Salendine Nook ........J. Lomas. 


Sheffield, Ist Church .C. Larom. 
Ditto, 2nd Church .J. Davis. 


Shipleyvise.. wera sectacee P, Scott, 
Slack Lane.. 3 
Stanningley ... -.. W. Colcroft. 
Steep Lane ... Sen 

Sutton ....... ..W. Fawcett. 
Wainsgate . rs 

Wakefield ici. s.cuseecs D. Boyce. 


The annual meeting of this association was 
- held at Salendine Nook, on the 28th, 29th, 
and 30th of May. Mr. Scott presided, and 
Messrs. Dowson and Pottenger were re- 
chosen secretaries. Sermons were preached 
by Messrs. Larom, Saffery, and Davis; and 
Mr. Saffery was requested to allow his dis- 
course to be printed under the direction of 
the secretaries, “‘ so altered as to be suitable 
for and instead of the circular letter to the 
churches,” The following are among the 
resolutions adopted :— 


“That since the friends who have taken an active in- 
terest in aiding the continental baptists, find it impos- 
sible, without too expensive an agency, to raise funds 
at all adequate to this object, it be recommended to 
the Baptist Missionary Society, to attend to the open- 
ings in the other parts of the Continent, and in Den- 
mark especially, as they have already done in case 
of France. 


“That this association rejoices in the formation 
of the ‘Baptist Union of Scotland,’ believing such 
union to be in accordance with the spirit of the New 
Testament, and sanctioned by the prayer of Christ, 
‘that they all may be one ;’ and cheerfully records 
its approbation of the efforts made by our northern 
brethren to advance the best interests of the denomi- 
nation in Scotland. 


“That a resolution having been passed at the last 
meeting of the Baptist Union, to the effect that its 
annual meeting should be held not always in Lon- 
don, but occasionally in the country, this association 
recommends that its next yearly meeting be held in 
some one of the large towns in Yorkshire or Lanca- 
shire. 

“That the brethren connected with this associa- 
tion consider the proceedings of the Anti-State- 
Church Conference, and the consequent establish- 
ment of the ‘ British Anti-State-Church Association,” 
to be the most interesting movement of this reform- 
ing age, and trust that it will issue in annihilating 
the union of the state with the church, and in the 
overthrow of the bigotry, superstition, and civil and 
religious despotism which necessarily result from 
that union. 


“That this association contemplates with great 
pleasure, the tendency manifested by the baptist 
body to participate in the movement recently origi- 
nated on behalf of popular education. 

“We would, however, express an earnest hope, 
that no steps taken in this business should be of a 
sectarian character ; partly because our youth should 
be trained to habits of independent thinking ; partly 
because we have no right to build up sects under the 
pretence of caring for the people ; and chiefly because 


it were on every account undesirable to sow the seeds” 


of religious discord in the act itself of imparting the 
rudiments of knowledge to the young. 

And would, therefore, recommend that such 
efforts as are made by our brethren in promotion of 
education, be conducted in ¢o-operation with the 
British and Foreign School Society, or upon the 
principles of that institution. 
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“A letter having been read to the association from 
the free church of Scotland, in acknowledgement of 
the resolution passed with reference to them at the 
association of 1843,—It was resolved, That a letter 
read to the meeting be forwarded in reply, and 
printed with the circular letter.” 3 


Statistics. 


NUM DELL CHMICH CS igecceiescocees cvisivestesess 42 


Baptized netiiges miswcgesveees. 
Received by letter 
Restored 


Removed by death .. 
Dismissed... 
Excluded ... eee 
Withdrawals sccsccsawesvscoswesens 


The next annual meeting is to be held at 
Zion Chapel, Bradford, in what is called 
Whitsunweek. 


NEW CHAPELS. 
BOURNE, NEAR WHITCHURCH, HANTS. 


September the tenth, the chapel in this 
village, which had been rebuilt and enlarged, 
was opened for public worship. Mr. Davies 
of Keppel Street, London, preached in the 
morning, and Mr. Millard of Lymington in 
the evening. The devotional services were 
conducted by brethren Russell, Chappell, 
Davis, and Pearsall. Bourne is a village 
station connected with the baptist church at 
Whitchurch, by which it has been supplied 
with the gospel ministry many years with 
pleasing success; and by their instrumentality 
has the present neat meeting-house been 
erected, 


BEAULIEU RAILS, NEAR LYMINGTON, HANTS. 


A new and enlarged meeting was opened 
here, September the 26th. Brother Wood- 
row of Downton preached in the morn- 
ing, and brother Bulgin of Poole in the even- 
ing. The brethren Chegwidden, Adams, 
Yarnold, Compton, and Burt engaged in the 
devotional exercises of the day. So interest- 
ingly has the word of the Lord been success- 
ful, notwithstanding the aristocratical influence 
which has been opposed to it, that in about. 
thirty years the chapel has been twice rebuilt. 
and enlarged for the use of the baptist church 
assembling here. 


LEWISHAM ROAD, GREENWICH, 


A chapel adapted to accommodate about. 
six hundred persons, which has been erected: 
for the use of the congregation under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Joshua Russell, was 
opened for service on Wednesday the 4th of 
September. Prayers were offered on that occa-' 
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sion by Messrs. Groser, Chapman of Greenwich, 
Timpson of Lewisham, Green of Walworth, 
Brown of Islington, and Pulling of Deptford; 
and appropriate discourses were delivered by 
Dr. Cox, Dr. Hoby, and Mr. Freeman of 
Walthamstow. The congregations were ex- 
cellent, and we are happy to learn that sub- 
sequently on Lord’s day the attendance has 
been very-encouraging. 


The beauty and commodiousness of the | 


chapel were greatly eulogized on the day of 
opening; and the architect, Mr. John Barnett 
of Chancery Lane, who is a member of the 
church at Islington Green, received many 
warm commendations. Our readers generally 
will be pleased with the external aspect, with 
which we are enabled to furnish them; and 
the subjoined description will be probably 
useful to any who contemplate similar under- 
takings. 


- The elevation isa Roman doric, The build- 
ing is seventy-five feet long and forty feet 
wide outside the walls, and twenty-five feet 
high from the floor to the underside of the tie 
beams, which are ornamented with cast- 
trusses and ornamental queen rods. The 
ceiling being above these and the principals 
open, gives an additional height of eight feet 
to the building in the centre. The side and 
end walls are equally divided into piers of 
two anda half bricks thickness, in which a flue 
is built for the purpose of ventilation, with | 
semicircular arches internally and externally. 
The intermediate space is filled in with one and 
a half brick thick, and the projecting angles 
of these piers and arches are finished with a 


floor has a fall of about two feet towards the 
communion table and platform that surrounds | 
the pulpit, which is only three feet above this 
platform; and the baptistry under the table 
is also raised, so that the ordinance may be 
seen by all without rising from their seats, 
There is a door on each side of the pulpit, 
one leading to the public vestry, and the other 
to that appropriated to the minister. The 
seats are the height of a chair with sloping — 
backs, and wainscot capping, French polished, 
as well as the rail round the communion 
table,. whichmay be used for all public meet- 
ings without any additional erection of plat- 
a cht sus- 
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contract was taken by Messrs, Coleman, 
builders, for £1392, including stoves, and a 
provision of £30 for lighting, with the two 
vestries attached, covering a space of twenty- 
two feet by sixteen, between the chapel and 
the schoolrooms previously built, and from 
which there is a communication to the chapel, 


ORDINATIONS. 
MARTHAM, NORFOLK. 


The recognition of the Rev. Joseph Hindes, 
late of Blunham in Bedfordshire, as pastor of 
the baptist church at Martham in Norfolk, 
took place on September the 17th, when the 
Rev. W. Brock of Norwich delivered an 
introductory discourse on the nature of a 
Christian church. The Rev. J. Peacock of Gos- 
well Street Road, London, addressed the minis- 
ter, and the Rev. J. Venimore preached to 
the people. The Rev. H. Betts of Yarmouth, 
and others, conducted the devotional services, 


ELGIN, SCOTLAND. 


Mr. William Tulloch having accepted a 
unanimous invitation to take the pastoral 
eare of the baptist church in this town, a 
public recognition took place on Thursday, 
the 19th of September, when he was set 
apart with prayer and fasting. After reading 
suitable portions of scripture, Mr. Johnstone 
of Cupar, Fife, preached an introductory dis- 
course, in. which he stated the nature of a 
New Testament church. Mr. Grant of 
Grantown offered the ordination prayer. 
Mr. Thomson of Perth delivered a very 
impressive and affectionate charge; and Mr. 
- Johnstone addressed the church from Neh. 
iv. 19, 20. At the conclusion of these highly 
interesting and profitable services, the young 
pastor received a cordial welcome from his 
flock. 


OAKHAM, RUTLANDSHIRE. 


The Rev. C. Green, late of Bacton, Norfolk, 

_ has accepted the unanimous invitation of the 

church at Oakham, to take the pastoral 

charge over them, and commenced his la- 
bours, Sabbath day, September 22. 


CARNARVON, 


The Rey. D. R. Williams, late of Treforest, 
Glamorganshire, has accepted the unanimous 
invitation of the church at Carnarvon, to 
become its pastor, and commenced his la- 
hours, as their minister, on the 22nd of 
September, This church enjoyed the faithful 
“ministerial labours of the late venerable and 
Rey. Christmas Evans, during the last years 
of his very useful and pious life. E 
VOL, VII.—FOURTH SERIES, 


SHREWSBURY, 


On Monday, the 28rd of September, the 
Rey. J. B. Pike, late of Newbury, was 
publicly recognized as pastor of the first bap- 
tist church in this town. The Rev. J. Thorpe 
of Swan Hill commenced the service by read- 
ing and prayer. The Rev. W. Keay of 
Wellington proposed the usual questions to 
the church and pastor, and offered the desig- 
nation prayer; the Rev. James Lister of 
Liverpool preached to the church; the Rev. 
J. Pike of Derby addressed his son; and the 
Rev. W. Wilson of St. John’s Hill Chapel 
closed with prayer. The meetings were of 
the most interesting character, and it is hoped 
that the union thus auspiciously commenced 
may be a mutually happy and prosperous 


one. 


WELSH POOL, MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 


The Rey. Joseph Drew was_publicly set 
apart to the pastoral office over the baptist 
church in Welsh Pool, on Thursday the 29th 
of September. Messrs. Norgrove of Brettle 
Lane, J. G. Pike of Derby, J. G. Pike, jun., 
Rey. J. B. Pike of Shrewsbury, Pick, 
Wesleyan, Bruny, primitive methodist, and 
J. Davies of Farm Hill, conducted the ser- 
vices, which were distinguished by feelings 
of the most elevated and delightful character. 


STOURBRIDGE. 


The Rev. John Pring, formerly of Hun- 
manby, Yorkshire, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation from the baptist church, Hanbury 
Hill, Stourbridge, Worcestershire (recently 
under the pastoral care of the’ Rey. T. H. 
Morgan) to become their pastor, and entered 
on his stated labours there in the beginning 
of October. 


— 


MONMOUTH. 


The Rev. H. W. Stembridge, late of 
Uffeulm, Devon, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation to become the pastor of the baptist 
church in this town, and commenced his 
pastoral duties on the second sabbath in 
October. 


oat 


- RECENT DEATHS. 
MR. SAMUEL JONES. 


This venerable servant of Christ, whose 
departure took place August the 27th, 1844, 
was born in London, January the 26th, 1761. 
He was descended from a line of baptist 
ministers eminent for piety and usefulness. 
His first serious impressions he dated from 
conversation with a pious and yalued friend, 
many years older than himself, “e Rey. 

A 


— 


578 INTELLIGENCE. 


Robert Burnside. He was then about sixteen 
years of age; but though these impressions 
were lasting, they did not issue in his becom- 
ing connected with any church till his twenty- 
fifth year, when he was baptized, in company 
with his friend the late Rev. Joseph Hughes, 
and several others, by the Rey. Dr. Stennett; 
and joined his church in Little Wild Street. 
He was much beloved and esteemed by the 
doctor, and continued one of his members till 
a change of residence and other circumstances 
led to his uniting with the church in Prescot 
Street, under the pastorate of the Rev. A. 
Booth, where he continued till his removal 
into the country, first to Upton-on-Severn, 
whereh is grandfather, the Rev. Philip Jones, 
had been for many years the laborious and 
disinterested pastor. Here he resided above 
three years, useful and respected; and ulti- 
mately settled at Tewkesbury, in the year 
1796, where he remained till his death. He 
had not been here more than six years, when 
his piety and active usefulness in the church 
led to his being chosen a deacon, an office 
which he undertook with that purity of motive 
and steady devotedness to the Saviour’s cause 
which ever proved that his whole heart and 
best powers were consecrated to his Master’s 
service. He was more anxious to be useful 
than to shine, though humility shone con- 
spicuously in every part of his conduct and 
deportment through life. No stain, no spot, 
ever rested for one moment on any part of 
that life, as can well be attested by the many 
who knew and loved, and will long and 
sincerely regret him. He was, in the fullest 
sense of the term, “‘an Israelite indeed, in 
whom was no guile.” As a father, his surviy- 
ing family feel that they can hardly do 
justice to his character and their obligations 
to him. He taught them not less by example 
than by precept; and the whole of his con- 
duct proved his affectionate solicitude for 
their welfare in time and eternity. While 
supremély-anxious for their spiritual interests, 
he delighted to watch over all their pursuits 
and contribute to ‘all their pleasures ftom 
earliest infaney ; and nothing that could 
benefit or gratify them, or indeed any way 
related to them, ever escaped his prompt and 
watchful attention. He was all a father 
could be to them; and in return he pos- 


sessed, as he well deserved, their warmest. 


love and highest veneration, of which this 
feeble testimony is but a faint expression on 
the part of his surviving children, now de- 
prived by death of both their valued parents. 
Asa husband, he was devotedly kind and 
affectionate, and few couples have passed 
through life more happily than he and his 
endeared partner. It was only three years 
previous to his own removal that he was 
called to follow her remains to the tomb, at 
the close of a most distressing nervous malady 


which she had endured for many years, sup- | 


ported by that religion whose power she had 
proved during a profession of above thirty-five 
years, as a member of the same church. Her 
children lost in her a kind and indulgent 
mother, whose memory is dear to their hearts, 
while conscious that their loss is her infinite 
gain, The deceased was eminently and 
habitually a man of prayer, and the fervency 
and deep feeling which pervaded his devo- 
tional exercises in the family and those in the 
sanctuary, will not soon be forgotten. There 
the part he took in conducting the worship of 
God was often the means of impressing others 
with a more hallowed feeling and higher ani- 
mation in those parts of the service. As long 
as strength permitted, it was his delight thus 
to lead the praises of God, and nothing short 
of insurmountable difficulties ever detained 
him from his place in the house of the Lord, 
where he considered it a duty and a pleasure to 
be among the earliest there. When at length 
compelled to resign his attendance in the 
courts he loved so well, he did not lose his 
interest in the prosperity of Zion. Often 
would the starting tear evince his warm devo- 
tion to her welfare, whenever he heard of 
accessions to the church, or an increase in 
zeal or attendance on the means of grace. 
These feelings extended to every part of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and to every institu- 
tion that could promote it, especially the 
Baptist Mission, the Tract Society, and the 
Bible Society, to the auxiliary of which last 
in this town he was the active and gratuitous 
depository, and among the most useful friends 
from its commencement in 1812, till 1840, 
when his years and infirmities compelled a 
resignation of office, which elicited from the 
society a most honourable and gratifying 
testimony to their sense of his worth and - 
services. To every good cause within his 
sphere, he was to the last a cheerful contribu- 
tor to the utmost of his ability; deeply regret-_ 
ting, when disabled from exertion, that he 
could now only show by pecuniary offerings 
ae sacrifices, his attachment to the cause of 
He suffered much for some time previous 
to his death from nervous depression, partly 
arising from too long and close application to _ 
his arduous and numerous duties, and in- 


upon his spirit by this mental affliction was 
often distressing to himself and those about 
him, and for a time obscured his views on th 
subject of his own religious state and pros- 
pects. This lasted for a considerable season 
with briefintervals, exciting deep sympathy 

in those who witnessed his sufferings, while 
assured from the evidence of all the past 
it was but for a season he was in heavy 
from manifold temptations, that the t 

ulti é 
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ing that faith, sustained and brought him 
safely through. 

That season of trial at length passed away, 
and the venerable sufferer was enabled again 
to look up with high and holy trust, and say, 
**J know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that day.” 
His trust was rather placid and confiding 
than triumphant. He evinced to the last all 
that meek humility and self-prostration be- 
fore God, which had through life formed so 
beautiful a feature of his Christian character, 
and looked for all in Christ, while anxious to 
adorn the doctrine of his Saviour in all things. 
When unable to use words himself in prayer, 
he was ever eager to unite in the petitions 
offered for him by others; and he loved to 
hear and join in the language of scripture,-a 
clear apprehension and recollection of which 
he retained to the last, when all impressions 
and perceptions of worldly things seemed to be 
obliterated by his growing infirmities. Many 
sweet and hallowed seasons of this kind are, 
and ever will be, sacredly remembered, when 
the saintly expression of his fading features 
told that, “ while the outer man decayed, the 
inward man was becoming stronger,” and that 
he was catching the spirit of that world 
whither his emancipated soul has at last 
found its longed-for rest. His dismission was 
most peaceful. Not long after he had, in 
answer to an inquiry from one of his daughters, 
expressed in his usual humble manner, the 
ground of his reliance simply on him ‘* who 
came to save that which was lost,” he 
gradually sunk into a deep sleep which lasted 
twenty hours, and then gently breathed his 
spirit into his Redeemer’s hands without a 
struggle, leaving impressed on his venerable 
countenance the full character of the “ peace 
of God which passeth all understanding.” 
His remains were interred in the baptist 
‘burying ground, Tewkesbury, by his pastor, 
the Rev. John Berg, who on the following 
sabbath evening improved the event from 
2 Tim. i. 12, to a large and attentive auditory. 


“MRS. GILES. 


Died, July the 12th, 1844, Mrs. Giles, the 
beloved wife of the Rev. William Giles, 
baptist minister, late of Preston, but now of 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire, in the eight- 
ieth year of her age, Our departed friend 
‘was seriously inclined in her early life, and 
her religious emotions were frequently called 
into exercise by hearing and reading Dr. 
‘Watts’ Hymns for Children, and Janeway’s 

‘Token for Children.” Her parents were 

etly attached to the established church, 
nd were much opposed to their children’s 
nding any other place of worship. When 


John Wesley visited Tavistock, 


about thirteen years of age, the | 
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where she resided, and the announcement of 
such an event, as might be expected, excited 
the curiosity of numbers to see and to hear 
this extraordinary man; and as her parents 
understood that he was an authorized clergy- 
man, she obtained their permission to hear 
him preach. The text from which he 
preached, was, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit,” and under this sermon her mind was 
first enlightened to discover the evil of sin, 
the degeneracy of her nature, and her danger 
asasinner. These impressions produced an 
entire change in her conduct, and she, at this 
early age, became united with the methodist 
society. Still, however, she was bigotedly 
attached to the church of England, and would 
searcely ever attend any other place of wor- 
ship during its public services. After her 
marriage she was, through the importunity 
of her husband, occasionally prevailed upon 
to attend the evangelical ministry of Messrs, 
Gibbs and Isaiah Birt, who were then 
joint pastors of the baptist church meeting 
in Plymouth and Devonport. Under their 
ministry she learned “ the way of God more 
perfectly,” and became gradually enlightened 
in the knowledge of the doctrines of grace, 
which she most cordially received to the joy 
and establishment of her mind in the belief 
of ‘‘ the truth~as it is in Jesus.” Her early 
prejudices in favour of infant baptism, how- 
ever, still remained in full force, so that the 
baptism of her husband was for some time a 
source of pain to her mind, At length she 
determined to examine the subject for herself, 
and for this purpose read the prayer-book and 
the New Testament ; and upon examining 
the former she found, *“ Water, wherein the 
person is baptized” (not wherewith), was 
enjoined ; that the subjects of baptism 
were called upon to evince ‘ repentance 
towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ;” and that this view of baptism 
was the only one that was sanctioned in the 
New Testament, where she looked in vain for 
a single hint respecting infant baptism. Con- 
viction followed her sincere inquiry after truth, 
and being a spectator at the administration of 
the ordinance by Mr. Birt, the clear and 
scriptural manner in which the subject was 
discussed in his sermon, as well as the deep 


solemnity of its administration, removed every _— 


doubt from her mind respecting it as divinely 
instituted and obligatory on all believers. 
Carrying out this conviction she was baptized, 
and united to the baptist church at Dart- 
mouth, Devonshire, over which her husband 
was then pastor; and throughout her long 
life she was enabled to maintain a conduct 
becoming her holy profession. 

As a minister’s wife (a situation on many 
accounts delicate and trying), she was greatly 
beloved and esteemed by all who knew her; 
and most beloved by those who knew her 


‘most. As a mother, her maternal affection 
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was strong, ardent, and most self-denying ; 
ever willing to sacrifice her own comfort, or 
even life itself, for the sake of her children. 
Through life her attendance on the means of 
grace was exemplary; to her it was a source 
of great delight, and by her considered a 
high privilege, to be able to leave the cares of 
the world for a season, and to go up to the 
house of God with those “ who kept holy- 
day.” She delighted to sing the praises of 
God; and possessing, as she did, the most 
refined taste, with considerable skill in music, 
it was to her a source of indescribable pleasure 
when this part of divine worship was con- 
ducted in a harmonious and becoming manner. 
During the last four years, with very short 
intermissions, she was called by him whose 
designs are mysterious to mortals, to pass 
through deep waters of affliction ; and in 
many of the paroxysms of her disease her 
sufferings were excruciating, Through all of 
them she was divinely strengthened and sup- 
ported, and not one murmuring expression 
dropped from her lips. Soon after the com- 
mencement of her afiliction all fear of death 
was entirely removed from her mind, by a 
clear, vigorous faith in the perfect sacrifice 
and atonement of Christ, on whom she placed 
implicit reliance, When relieved from poig- 
nant suffering, most of her time was occupied 
in devotional exercises, and in the perusal of 
the word of God, as well as of Robert Hall’s 
sermons, which were to her a never failing 
spring of comfort and delight. On the last 
Lord’s day she spent on earth, one of her 
sons said to her, “ The veil seems to be get- 
ting gradually thinner and thinner, dear 
mother, which separates you from the vision 
and realization of all your hopes.” “ Yes, 
my son,” she replied, with a look of unutter- 
able tenderness and delight, and in a very 
short’time, unconscious that any one was with 
her, was heard exclaiming, “ Lord! Lord! 
dear Le » The night before she died, 
she requested that Pope’s Ode, “The Dying 
Christian,” &¢., might be repeated to her, 
and when the words, “the pain, the bliss of 
dying,” were pronounced, she said, “ Not the 
pain, but the hope, the bliss of dying.” She 
then requested one of her daughters to call 
her father, that she might, while she was 
able, take her final leave of him. This was, 
after having been married more than fifty 
years, a most affecting and solemn adieu. 
The following night, about one o’clock, after 
haying previously taken her leave of-those of 
her sorrowing children who were present, and 
after having praised God for the health and 
happiness of other branches of the -family 
who were absent, she asked, if all was quiet, 
_the last words that dropped from her lips; she 
then sunk into a sweet sleep, and continued 
in that state until half-past four o’clock of the 
morning of the 12th of July, when, without a 
groan or a sigh, her spirit took its flight to the 
vision of her Lord and hope. = 
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MR, W. H. WEBB. 


Died, January the 2nd, 1844, at his father’s 
house, Great Rolesight, Oxon, Mr. W. H. 
Webb, aged twenty-four years, late student 
at Newport Pagnell College, Bucks. A 
young man of considerable promise, from 
whose piety, talent, and zeal, combined with 
an apparently vigorous constitution, much 
was alas but too confidently expected. Though 
it was in his heart to serve the Lord, the great 
Head of the church has seen fit to remove 
him from a sphere of labour on earth, to one 
of rest and reward in heaven. And while his 
bereaved parents and sorrowing friends deeply 
feel the loss they have sustained, they desire 
to bow with submission to the mysterious dis- 
pensation, and say, “It is the Lord, let him 
| do what seemeth him good.” 


MR. B, LE FEVRE, 


Died, April the 17th, 1844, Mr. Benjamin 
Le Fevre of Folkstone, after an illness of 
more than two years continuance. From the 
commencement of his disorder, an affection 
of the head, he became deeply concerned for 
the salvation of his soul, and followed out the 
anxious inquiry, “ What must I do to be 
saved 2” A powerful conviction of his sinful 
and fallen state, wrought in his mind by the 
Spirit of God, led him to study the way of 
salvation as it is revealed in the scriptures. 
And this he did with diligent and prayerful 
attention, For a long time hope and fear 
alternately agitated his mind, but ultimately 
the hope of the gospel gained the ascendency. 
He greatly regretted his past neglect of 
spiritual things, and evinced the sincerity of 
that regret by an altered course of conduct. 
He spent much time in private devotion, 
maintained the worship of God in his family, 


and became remarkable for his steady atten- 
tion to the public means of grace on the 
Lord’s day, and on the week-evenings, whether 
at prayer-meetings or the ministry of the 
word. He was not a member of the church, 
but a few months before his death he ex- 
pressed his desire to become so; but his dis- — 
order assumed a more alarming aspect imme-__ 
diately after he had come to this conclusion, 
and instead of uniting with the church on — 
earth, he was removed, we trust, to the church 7 
triumphant in glory. Towards the close of 4 
his life, his mind was usually calm and serene. 
For a considerable period he had no slee 
night or day, and this restless state continu 
until the seventeenth of April, when he su 
denly closed his eyes, and sweetly fell asleep 

in Jesus, poy Sale oe 


Died at Aberdeen, on the 
| 7th of June, Ann Ge 
She was early: called 


os teal ea 
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into the participation of the blessings of 
salvation; and was, for a number of years, 
a member of the baptist church meeting in 
John Street. Her whole heart within her 
burned with intense desire for the salvation 
of perishing sinners around; and her works of 
faith and labours of love were abundant. In 
health and in sickness, in life and in death, 
the most longings of her soul were for the 
prosperity of the Redeemer’s cause. During 
the last eighteen months of her earthly 
pilgrimage, she was constantly confined to 
her bed, and was frequently racked by the 
most excruciating pain; but no murmur 
escaped her lips. She would often smile, 
and say, “It is all in love.” Her end was 
peace. 


REY. HENRY SMITH, A.M. 


The esteemed pastor of the baptist church 
at Ashford was removed from this world on 
the 4th of September last, aged forty-five 
years. Mr. Smith had resided at Birmingham 
for some years previous to his acceptance 
of the charge at Ashford, which he sustained 
only thirteen months. 


MR. R. SWAIN. 


Died, September the 20th, aged eighty- 
nine, Mr. Richard Swain, senior brother of 
the Rev. Joseph Swain, formerly pastor of 
the church in East Lane, Walworth. Mr, 
Swain had long been an honourable member 
of the church in Henrietta Street. 


MISCELLANEA. 
NEW DISSENTING REVIEW. 


Many of our readers have doubtless seen 
advertisementsin the public papersannouncing 
a periodical work entitled the British Quarterly 
Review, as about to appear under the editorial 
superintendence of Dr. Vaughan, — It is right 
that they should be informed also that baptists 
are to be systematically excluded from its 
management. It is solely in the hands of 
congregationalists, and is intended expressly 
to subserve the interests of the congregational 
body. 

ce of the most intelligent and far-seeing 


men of all denominations will agree with us 


in lamenting this fresh manifestation of the 
common infirmity of dissenters, in sacrificing 
to personal or party ambition that uhion 
which is essential to strength. During the 
thirty years that the Eclectic Review has 
received the combined support of evangelical 
dissenters as their chief literary !periodical, it 
is well known among all conversant with such 


581 


matters, that its circulation has scarcely ever 
been more than sufficient to pay its current 
expenses. A few years ago, it was reduced so 
low as to be unable to yield any remunera- 
tion either to contributors or to editor. During 
the last few years, indeed, itss ale has increased, 
and the writers in its pages have received 
some pecuniary recompense for their time 
and labour ; the present editor having fur- 
nished this, at first at his own risk entirely, 
and subsequently to an extent which would 
have been impracticable had he been himself 
dependent upon it. In these circumstances, 
the introduction of a competitor for the 
support of the same classes, savours strongly, 
either of recklessness with regard to conse- 
quences, or of an overweening opinion of the 
superiority of that brotherhood from which 
the proposal emanates. 

As some of the first men of the congrega- 
tional body, however, are connected with the 
project, we cannot refrain from expressing our 
grief at this new exhibition of sectarian spirit. 
Ten years ago, circumstances placed the 
editorship of the Eclectic in the hands of a 
baptist. No one could ever have discovered 
this from its pages; neutrality on all denomi- 
national questions has been rigidly observed; 
and one of the least defensible points in its 
management, in the judgment of some of its 
friends, has been that in its pages, congrega- 
tional writers have been allowed to praise 
each other’s works to a degree far transcend- 
ing their merits. Still, the fact was undeni- 
able, the editor was a baptist. Neutrality 
was not what was wanted. A new Dissenting 
Review is therefore announced, and proper 
measures are to be taken “to secure the 
work permanently to the interests of THE 
denomination.”” We adopt the phraseology of 
the projectors as exhibited in their resolutions 
at Manchester, placing only the definite 
article, which one section of dissenters is - 
so fond of appropriating, in small capitals, 
that it may not be passed unnoticed : “ Pro- 
per measures” are to be “taken to secure 
the work permanently to the interests of THE 
denomination.” 

The right of our congregational brethren to 
establish a Review on exclusive principles, it 
would be folly to deny; but the disposition — 
which inclines them to pursue the course, we 
must be permitted to lament. Much has 
been written and said of late in favour of 
union; many meetings have been held pur- 
posely to evince union; and in some circles a 
supposition has been entertained that the 
baptists were the great obstacle to the more 
intimate and perfect union between different 
branches of the Christian church for which 
other good men were sighing. In their recent 
meetings for the avowal of union, we have 
not taken part; not because we are indifferent 
to union; not because we are insensible of its 
advantages, or inexperienced in its pleasures, 
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as pedobaptist ministers of various denomi- 
nations with whom we have had intercourse 
in by-gone days would cheerfully testify; but 
because facts being as they were, we should, 
in doing so, have aided in producing a false 
impression : we should have been assisting in 
a profession of union, while persuaded that 
union of heart was wanting. Among some 
prominent and influential independents a dis- 
position to isolate us has been apparent for 
years; and in some cases it has been plainly 
indicated that if co-operation were continued 
it was not to be on equal terms. In the 
Bible Society a course was pursued which 
withdrew from our translators in the east that 
aid which they had been accustomed to re- 
ceive, and allowed us only the alternative of 
permitting translations of the word of God 
made in accordance with our views of the 
true meaning of the text to fall, or forming 
a new society to maintain them; and with- 
out presuming to say that congregationalists 
were the instigators of the measure we 
may say, for it is mater of notoriety, 
that they were the most forward in its vindi- 
cation. Again, last year, the high church 
movements in reference to education required 
that dissenting energies should be called out 
to promote education on just principles. A 
conference was called on the subject at 
Bloomfield Street, to which no baptists were 
invited; and the recommendation issued was 
in favour of denominational action on the 
part of the congregational body, The present 
year was then opened with a new call 
to union. ‘The Lord’s table was spread on 
the first of January, and baptists were invited 
to attend and show their fraternal oneness 
with their pedobaptist brethren. But, before 
the end of the year, a union of thirty years 
standing, for the promotion of religious litera- 
ture and of great interests common both to 
baptists and pedobaptists,—a union that 
brought into harmonious and effective co- 
operation themtalents of Hall, and Foster, 
and Olinthus Gregory, with those of the best 
writers among the independents, is broken 
up and superseded by the establishment of a 
rival review, founded on a narrow, restricted, 
denominational basis. 

It is just to say that there are eminent men 


among the congregationalists who repudiate 


the transaction. A meeting has been held at 
which Mr. Burnet presided, and Dr. Pye 
Smith, Dr. Jenkyn, with others, collectively 
and individually pledged themselves to 

mote the more extended circulation of the 
Eclectic Review, “convinced that by its 
unsectarian character, no less than -by the 
distinct prominence that it gives to the funda- 
mental principles of civil and religious liberty, 
it is much better adapted to be useful, and to 


secure the continued confidence of evangelical 
nonconformists, than any journal of a more 
restricted order, or less definite in its avowals,”” 


sectarianism in this policy? We can ai 
Dr, Vaughan that it is 
_of the baptists that the ind 
po hoes 
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Our baptist readers will, we trust, make the 
distinction which facts authorize, and not im- 
pute the proceedings on which we have 
animadyerted to any pedobaptists who do 
not make themselves accessories, or evince 
the same spirit. 


Since the foregoing observations have been 
in type, and just as this sheet was in prepara- 
tion for the press, the Patriot of October the 
24th has come into our hands, containing a 
letter with Dr. Vaughan’s signature. The 
conductors of that journal must be so well ac- 
quainted with his hand writing that we suppose 


the document is genuine ; though we have- 


sought in vain for those qualities of thought 
and language which we have repeatedly had 
the pleasure to commend when reviewing that 
gentleman’s publications. In that part of the 
letter with which we are most immediately 
concerned—that in which he adyerts to Dr. 
Pye Smith’s “implied charge of sectarian- 
ism,” he says, ‘* The British Quarterly is not 
pledged against touching on the one point of 
difference between independents and baptists, 
but the parties with whom it has originated 
do not mean that it shall meddle with that 
controversy; and in all other respects with less 
profession of separateness from sectarianism, 
the new journal will probably be found to 
exhibit more of the reality of such separation, 
than the older one.” In this sentence as in 
many other parts of the letter, there is great 
mystery. What is “the one point of differ- 
ence between independents and baptists ?” It 
is generally understood that there are at least 
two questions in debate: the first, What is it 
to baptize? the second, Who ought to be 
baptized ? How is the new journal to exhibit 
more of the reality of separateness from sec- 
tarianism than the old one? If the meaning 
of this dark intimation be that the Eclectic 
has, in its partiality for baptists, dealt unfairly 
by congregationalists, neither Dr. Pye Smith, 


nor any one else, could doubt that in a work 


managed by congregationalists exclusively, 
this error would be avoided; but if it be that 


}in its partiality for congregationalists, the 


Eclectic has dealt unfairly by baptists, we can 
assure the writer that the baptists do not feel 
this so severely as to wish him to interpose 
for their protection, But “ the parties with 
whom it has originated do not mean that it 
should meddle with that controversy.” . Can 


Dr. Vaughan suppose that, by avoiding the | 
‘discussion of what he calls “the one point at 
issue between pedobaptists and anti-pedobap- 
tists,” he shall preclude sectarianism ? A few — 
years ago, a shrewd prelate was understood to — 
have counselled his clergy to this effect, “Say — 
nothing about the dissenters,” Was thereno 


not the 


~ 
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who do most to repress our sentiments, are 
those that discuss them publicly. The evils 
to which a sectarian spirit will lead under 
skilful management in such a work as he eon- 
templates—should such a spirit unhappily 
exist—will not be discussion of the points at 
issue between the denominations, but a silent 
passing over of baptist institutions, while due 
reference is made to those of the indepen- 
dents; the overlooking of the books written 
by baptists, except in cases where the work of 
a baptist can be selected with apparent justice 
for castigation; the use of the definite article 
in describing societies supported by congrega- 
tionalists, though baptist societies for the same 
purposes are in existence; and the adoption 
of a style more elevated in diction, but similar 
in effect, to that of an advertiser who con- 
cluded an elaborate description of his own 
excellent establishment thus :—<«N.B. No 
connexion with the little shop next door.” 


BAPTIST BUILDING FUND, 


On Tuesday, the 10th of September, the 
nineteenth annual meeting of the Baptist 
Building Fund was holden at the Mission 
House, in Moorgate Street, when Joseph 
Fletcher, Esq., the treasurer, presided, and 
the following resolutions were unanimously 


~ passed :-— 


“J. That the report now read be approved and 
adopted, and that the following be the committee 
and officers for the year ensuing. = a 

“II. That the cases contained in the list be 
relieved with the proposed sums as soon as the 
treasurer is in funds :— 

Helstone, Cornwall .......vsscccerscevsee Veves tO 
Christow, Devonshire.... 2 
Torquay, Devonshire.. 


GUCINSCY i... ccescsesooness 35. 
Southwell, Nottinghams 60 
Pont Estyle, Brecon......... +230 
Bideford, Devonshire ....... ...60 


Cwmbrane, Monmouthshire, 
Coleraine, Ireland,......s.sseeee 
Corntown, Glamorganshire . 
Bridport, Dorsetshire.......... 
Dunnington, Warwickshire . oe 
Finchampstead, Berkshire....... STO .30 
' “TJ. That the thanks of the meeting be presented 
to the Rey. James Smith for his kindness in preach- 
ing the annual sermon, and to the Rey. J. H. Evans, 
A.M., with the church meeting in John Street, for 
the collection of £16 8s. 3d., and the use of their 
meeting-house granted at that service on the 25th of 
August, 1844, : 
“TV. That the thanks of the meeting are hereby 
presented to the Rey. C. Stovel, for his services as 
secretary to the society. 
“Vy. That the thanks of the meeting be presented 
to Joseph Fletcher, Esq., the treasurer, for his kind- 
ness in presiding on this occasion.” 


The attendance was better than on former 
years, and the new subscriptions obtained in 
the past year amount to £94. 


—— 


- LOCKERLEY, HANTS. z 
On the 21st of June, the baptist chapel at 


Lockerley was’ re-opened, after being closed _ 


hy 


Nottingham, by the Rey. James 
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for a considerable time to undergo great 
alterations and improvements. On the after- 
noon of the same day Mr. John Bailey, 
who has been for many years an honourable 
member of the church, was set apart to the 


deacon’s office; Mr. Burnett, who has been . 


pastor of the church" for twenty-two years, 
Messrs. Farmer of Romsey, Woodrow of 
Downton, Russell of Broughton, New of 
Salisbury, and George of Romsey conducted 
the very interesting services of the day. 


LLANELLY. 


At the second anniversary of Bethel Chapel, 
Llanelly, Carmarthenshire, September the 
22nd and 28rd, the collections towards liqui- 
dating the debt amounted, we are informed, 
to £90 14s, 6d. 


RESIGNATIONS, 


We are informed that the Rey. Richard 
Tunley has resigned the pastoral charge of 
the baptist church meeting in Grey Friars 
Street, Northampton, 


The Rev. C. Baker has resigned the pas- 
torate of the church at Stockport, after seven 
years of successful labour there. We believe 
his engagement is to terminate with the 
current year. 


MARRIAGES. 


By license, ‘at the baptist chapel, Lockerley, Hants, 
by the Rey. N. T. Burnett, September the 17th, Mr. 
Witiram Harnett of Whiteparish, Wilts, to Miss 
Mary ANN LOoVELL, third daughter of Mr. William 
Lovell, Yeoman, of East Wellow, Hants. » 


At the baptist chapel, Goodshaw, by the Rey, 
Abraham Nichols, on the 20th of September, Mr. 
JoHn SANDERSON, to Miss Hoye, only daughter of 


Mr. Henry Hoyle, Heightside, near Crawshawbooth, ; 


Lancashire. 


At Horsley Street Chapel, Walworth, by the Rey. 
R. G. Le Maire, September the 26th, Mr. WiLLTAM 
Baucuin: of. Cambden Town, to ANN REBEKAH, 
eldest daughter of Mr. C. Rapperu, Red Lion Street, 
Holborn. : 

By license, at the baptist meeting-house, Hadden- 
ham, Bucks, by the Rey. Peter Tyler, Sept. 26th, 
Mr. Witt1am Moorzs of Wheatley, Oxen, to Mrs, 
E.izApetu Grirren of Aylesbury. ~<A 

_ At the baptist chapel, Mill Bay, Folkstone; Sept. 
the 28th, 1844, by the Rev. D. Parkins, Mr. Roperr 


anit 


Kinenam, to Miss Maria ELIzABETH TURNEY, — 


both of Elham, Kent. 


By license, at the baptist chapel, George Street, 
Edwards, on 
the 10th of October, THomas Woopuouss, Esq., 
Mary Gate, Nottiogham, to. ExizaneruH, second 
daughter of Jamus Bury,,Esq., Inspector of Factories, 
Sneinton. - . i 
At the baptist chapel, Thrapstone, by the Rey. B- 
Cc. Young, on the 14th of October, Mr. Jacon 
CrarKe, to Miss Sopa1a Bunyan, both of By- 
thorne, Hunts, : 4 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE LATE DR. CARSON’S WORKS. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Srr,—TI wish to state, through the 
columns of your periodical, that the family of 
the late Dr. Carson intend to publish a uni- 
form edition of all his writings. A prospectus 
is in course of preparation, and will be sub- 
mitted to the public as soon as possible. You 
will be glad to learn that, in arranging his 
papers, we have found a considerable number 
of yery important manuscripts which he had 
prepared some years since, 

If your readers have any letters of his 
which would suit for publication along with 
his miscellaneous papers, or might assist in 
making out an account of his life, I will feel 
particularly obliged if they will be kind 
enough to send them to me at their earliest 
convenience. 

I remain, dear sir, 
Very truly yours, 
James C, L. Carson. 


Diamond Coleraine, 
Oct. 16, 1844. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


A desire has been expressed in different 
quarters for a Baptist Almanack, containing 
with such information as is given in Almanacks 
generally, statistical and other details having 
special reference to our own denomination. 
For several years, many such particulars have 


been given annually in our December number;. 


and this year, an attempt will be made to 
meet the ates of our friends more fully. In 
our double number, next month, some pages 
will be found, entitled “ The "Baptist Al- 
manack for 1845,” including a Calendar; 
lists of our principal denominational and 
general societies, with the addresses of their 
officers; the chapels of our denomination in 
the metropolis; the residences of the minis- 
ters composing the Baptist Board; and a 
variety of other statistics relating to the bap- 
tist churches in England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and elsewhere. It is intended also to publish 
this Almanack separately, in a portable form, 
which we trust will be found adapted to com- 
mon use. Any information that can conduce 
to the completeness of the undertaking, will 
be thankfully welcomed. Secretaries of asso- 
ciations especially, who have not yet for- 
warded their circular. letters to the editor, are 
requested to do so without. delay. Advertise- 


ments for the a pela] whether \ 


| church ? 


former privileges be curtailed or diminished? 
d ¢ 


relating to schools, books, or matters of gene- 
ral business, will be gladly received by our 
publishers, 


The provisional committee appointed in 
August to prepare a plan for the re-publica- 
tion of scarce works by English baptist 
writers of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, hope to meet the friends of that 
undertaking in the library at the Mission 
House, Moorgate Street, on the evening of 
Wednesday the 13th of November. Mr. 
Underhill is expected to be present, and to 
deliver an address on the subject; and practi- 
cal measures will be submitted to the con- 
sideration of the meeting. We trust that the 
attendance will be such as to justify the con- 
templated enterprise. 


The secretaries of the Baptist Union request 
that persons entitled to a copy of the last 
Annual Report who have not received it, will 
apply to the Rev. J. H. Hinton, 13, Liver- 
pool Street, London, stating the mode in 
which it may be most conveniently forwarded. 


- The only reply that has been received to 
the queries in our last is from a correspondent 
who declines entering into a discussion respect- 
ing the propriety of eating the Lord’s supper 
without the presence of a pastor, but refers to 
the Works of Mr. Mc Lean of Edinburgh, 
vol, III. 8vo. edition, pages 403 to 466, and 
to Mr. Braidwood’s Works, vol. -I., pages 
220 to 266. He advises the inquirer ‘to 
consult the above authorities;” but the use of 
this last word is, we are persuaded, a slip of 
the pen.» The respected writer would not 
deliberately speak of any uninspired men as 
“authorities,” on a question’ relating to the 
will of the: Lord, or to the interpretation of 


‘scripture. er 


The pastor ‘of: the. church at Haddenham, 
Bucks, in a kind note relating to efforts for the 
increase of our circulation, says, “‘ Experience 
has taught me that if the ministers who have 
ability, and approve of the magazine, would 
more frequently give us short and good ex- 
perimental pieces, and sign their names, the 
sale among the common people would soon be 
increased,” 


Philadelphos See teals answers to the fol- 
lowing questions :— _— 

1. To what should a backslider be restored 
when Te-admitted to the fellowship of the 


2. In what cases of backsliding may his 
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TRINIDAD. 


MISSION PREMISES. 


We cannot give a more suitable accompaniment to the view of the premises in 


Port of Spain recently purchased from 


the trustees of the Mico Charity, than 


the following extract from Mr. Phillippo’s report, after having made a tour among 
the West India Islands last winter at the request of the Committee. 


Trinidad, you are aware, is an almost 
inconceivably magnificent and fertile island, 
situated at the southern extremity of the 
Caribbean Archipelago, and separated only 
from the continent of South America by the 
Gulf of Paria, and the smooth streams of the 
mighty Oronooko and Guaripeehé. It is 
ninety miles long and fifty broad, shaped like 
a parellelogram ; with an area of 2400 square 
miles, and is from 9.30 to 10.51 north lati- 
tude, and from 60.30 to 61.20 west longitude. 
The population of the island a few years 
since, was about 42,000, of which 16,000 
were contained in Port of Spain, the capital ; 
but to such an extent has immigration latterly 
increased, and which has been at the rate of 
from 3 to 4000 per annum, that it cannot be 
at present less than 100,000. ‘To meet the 
moral and religious necessities of this large 
and rapidly augmenting community, there 
are not, as far as I could ascertain, more than 
ten evangelical ministers ;—three Wesleyans, 
three of the Scotch secession church, one 
baptist, and two or three of the protestant 
establishment, Thus calculating that there 
are ten who preach the gospel in its sim- 
plicity and purity, and these equally dis- 
tributed throughout the island, there would 
be but one sound spiritual instructor to every 
ten thousand souls. Equally disproportionate 
are means and institutions for the scriptural 
instruction of the rising generation. The 
wants of the people, therefore, in these re- 
spects, are great and appalling; and the 
destitution becomes the more palpably and 
painfully evident by the general habits and 
character of the great mass of the population. 
In no part of the West Indies have I found 
the lower classes so benighted, idle, and de- 
praved. Compared indeed with their breth- 
ren in those islands where missionary opera- 
tions have been more abundant and of remoter 
origin, they are at the present moment in a 
state but little removed from that in which 
the former were found fifty years ago. The 
desirableness of extended missionary effort in 
this island, it will thus be seen, does not 
admit of an inquiry, and various cireum- 
stances, which I cannot now detail, particu- 
larly distinguish it as a field which claims the 
‘prompt and generous aid of our own denomi- 


nation. It should at once be occupied by 
two principal stations at the least, in addition 
to the one now existing at Port of Spain. 
One of these should be amidst the encamp- 
ments of discharged African soldiers, situated 
on the banks of the Quara, Torure, and La 
Sewa rivers, on the north-east part of the 
island, from which two other important settle- 
ments of the same kind, Toco, at the extreme 
point of the north-east, and Manzinilla, near 
the middle of the eastern shore, could be 
frequently reached. The second station 
should be fixed about five or six miles beyond 
Savana Grande, not far from the centre of 
the island, where a baptist church formed by 
our missionary brother Mr. Cowan already 
exists, comprising twenty-seven members. 
The people here also are chiefly soldiers, 
Africans or of African descent, disbanded 
after the American war, and many of them 
were members of baptist churches in the 
Southern States. About 3000 are calculated 
as being comprised in this latter locality 
alone, extending only within a circle of ten 
miles. Nearly the same may be said with 
respect to the district previously named. As 
a very considerable number of these people 
are prepossessed in favour of our denomina- 
tion, and have no minister of any kind re- 
siding amongst them, they cannot but appear 
to the committee and to the society at large, — 
to present powerful claims upon their atten- 
tion and efforts. I visited both these districts 
in company with Mr. Cowan, and can assure 
the committee and the Christian public that 
nothing could exceed the earnestness with — 
which these poor, and I believe many of them, 
pious people, implored that missionaries of — 
their “own society” might be sent among 
them, or the pleasure and gratitude they — 
expressed at the prospect of such a consum- 
mation of their long and ardent prayers, — 
having, as they said, “been holding on and — 
looking up to God for a minister for twenty- _ 
eight years,” : eo 
Owing to some past peculiar circumstances 
the people are generally poor, and therefore _ 
at present able to do but little towards the — 
pee of Seprecs among be Cheered — 
and supported, however, by their presence, — 
and encouraged by their “aisle and advice, 
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Ihave no doubt that the industrial habits of 
the mass, would soon be so stimulated as to 
euable them, at least, to contribute towards 
the support of their pastors in provisions and 
labour, and thus gradually diminish the annual 
pecuniary claims of each station upon the 
society. They have, indeed, generally ex- 
pressed themselves to this effect, and as an 
evidence of their desire to assist the cause in 
every way to the best of their ability, two or 
three of them have already given land as sites 
for the erection of places of worship and other 
buildings necessary to a complete missionary 
establishment, whilst numbers have pledged 
themselves to contribute in labour and ma- 
terials for their erection, These spheres of 
labour I consider especially important and 
promising ; equally encouraging with those 
now presented in some of the interior districts 
of Jamaica, and not dissimilar in some other 
respects. We held several meetings in the 
neighbourhood during our stay, and I was 
peculiarly gratified with the neat appearance 
and orderly deportment of all who attended 
them, nor Jess so, with the simple enthusiasm 
which these services soon began to awaken 
in their bosoms, proving that, like their 
brethren in Jamaica, there was a chord of 
their hearts, which, if once struck, would 
vibrate with equal facility and animation. 

In neither of these districts, probably, do 
any influential individuals reside upon whom 
we could depend for present assisiance either 
as to the support of schools, or in furtherance 
of any other of our operations. 

With Port of Spain I think it would be 
otherwise in respect to pecuniary aid. Several 
respectable and influential individuals here 
have already contributed considerable sums 
to Mr. Cowan towards the erection of a place 
of worship,and I have no doubt but that as 
soon as circumstances justify the prospect of 
a permanent establishment im that important 
town, in connexion with our society, much 


larger and more numerous sums would be 


cheerfully given. It cannot be dissembled 
that considerable misapprehension exists 
throughout the island as to the real objects of 
our society and the tendency of their efforts 
in the West India Colonies generally, on 
which account your agents may for some 
time be regarded with suspicion and treated 
with hauteur by the majority of the white 
inhabitants ; there is not, perhaps, notwith- 


standing, one town in the West Indies in 


which so many respectable individuals are to 
be found of such truly liberal and enlightened 


views, or so free from narrow, sectarian, 


selfish prejudice and bigotry, as are asso- 
ciated in this beautiful and thriving capital. 
With regard to the continued occupation of 
Port of Spain as a mission station, I have 
already given you my opinion. The more 
I reflect on the subject, the more am I con- 
vinced that however discouraging the pros- 


pects of success may for some time appear, 
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this must be our head quarters ; here we have 
begun, and here we must remain ploughing 
and sowing in hope, until God in tulfilment 
of his own purposes, shall dispose the hearts 
of the people to hear and receive his truth. 

“ Will-worship,” and every thing that 
opposes itself to the influence of the simple 
gospel of Christ, must ultimately yield to 
prudent, patient, persevering, prayerful effort. 
Nothing in my opinion would exert a worse 
influence on our prosperity in relation to this 
and the other islands, than any thing that 
would imply a suspicion on our own part, of 
a want of confidence in the success of our 
cause. Port of Spain is the very seat and 
synagogue of Satan ; the ultimate emporium 
of commerce in this part of the New World, 
and independently of more local considera- 
tions, is surrounded by a large (if I may so 
say) English suburban population, easily 
accessible, and awfully destitute, both old 
and young, of the means of Christian instruc- 
tion. 

Under these circumstances, and fur addi- 
tional reasons which I may hereafter assign, 
I urge the committee to purchase the premises 
of the Mico Charity at once, if at a price not 
exceeding that, or but little exceeding that, I 
have previously named, and commence vigor- 
ous efforts there without further delay. An 
impression is actually abroad at Port of Spain, 
that the efforts of our society there are only 
by way of experiment, and which injurious 
conclusion the renting of the premises for 
ever so short a time, will but tend to confirm. 

Trinidad, I repeat, is a very important and 
necessitous field of missionary labour; and as 
to the country districts 1 have named, [ know 
of none more attractive to real Christian phi- 
lanthropists,, who would prefer untrodden 
fields of enterprise, and delight in promoting 
the temporal as well as spiritual interests of 
their fellow-men. Buildings necessary to be 
erected for establishments in the country (for 
they are not here commonly to be rented) - 
would be of the plainest, simplest possible 
description; and as all, or nearly all, the 
materials for such purpose may be obtained 
on the spot, comparatively little pecuniary 
outlay would be required, except for work- 
men’s wages, which would render even the 
commencement of such stations comparatively 
inexpensive. : 

The first thing that will be required here 
are residences, which probably might be 
erected, under judicious superintendence, and 
the co-operation of the people, for about £200 — 
or £300 sterling each ; after which, places of 
worship of a description that would be at first 
required might be raised at a still more 
inconsiderable cost. 

The expense of hiring houses in Trinidad, 
when they can be obtained, is considerably 
greater than in Jamaica, Hence it would be 
impossible to rent any thing like a decent 
residence in Port of Spain, for . eee 
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with a family, under £70 or £75 per annum. 
The latter amount was paid by the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society, previously to their erec- 
tion of one themselves, and probably, at the 
present time, one could not be obtained under 
£100 sterling. The latter sum was required 
for one of middling capacity and appearance, 
that was advertised as without a tenant, and 
which I looked over. Throughout the coun- 
try, also, house rent is at arate proportionably 
high. 

During my stay in this island, I had con- 
siderable intercourse with several highly re- 
spectable individuals holding official situa- 
tions, by whom I was treated with great 
respect and courtesy; as also by several 
planters, merchants, and professional men, 
most of whom expressed great pleasure in the 
prospect of our extending our efforts in the 
island; and promised us countenance and 


support. Of the kind feeling manifested 
towards our design by the Presbyterian and 
Wesleyan missionaries with whom I had 
opportunities of more especial intercourse, I 
cannot but speak in terms of satisfaction. 
The Rev. Mr. Kennedy, pastor of the Scotch 
secession church at Port of Spain, expressed 
his sincere sympathy with us publicly, and 
his professions are sustained by his uniform 
intercourse and co-operation with our brother 
Mr. Cowan, from the commencement of his 
missionary labours. Towards myself indi- 
vidually, and as the representative of the 
society, this worthy minister of Christ, espe- 
cially, together with the most respectable 
members of his church and congregation, 


manifested the greatest kindness; and it is 


but justice to them, and the individuals to 
whom I have before alluded, to make this 
acknowledgment. 


ASIA. 


CALCUTTA. 


A letter to his friend, Mr. Bowes, written by Mr. Denham on the 8th of August, 
contains the following account of his first impressions on arriving at Calcutta, and 


of the reception with which he met :— 


Three days were spent in sailing up the 
Hooghly, one of the mouths of the Ganges. 
On Monday, July 15th, a native boat drew 
alongside; on board our beloved brother 
Pearce and a Mr. Gray, to welcome us to 
India; thus the Lord had gone before us as well 
as been our rereward. Isa, lii. 12. Thus we 
were enabled to reach Calcutta a day or two 
earlier than the vessel. It was a beautiful 
day, though this is the rainy season, and most 
destructive to health. The scene was ani- 
mating, ‘“ quick and powerful,” and the field 
and flood exhilirating. The captain and all 
on board bade us farewell, and stood waving 
their hands to us as we passed onward, while 
I earnestly invoked a blessing on them and 
my he labours among them. Our boatmen 
plied their oars to pass the curve of the river, 
to avoid the current, and the shore passed 
rapidly in review. Factories, gentlemen's 
seats, and native villages succeeded. The 
natives crowded the banks, some witnessing, 
and others performing their ablutions in the 
sacred stream. Here was a practical reply 
to the popular objection of anti-immersionists. 
Here were numbers in the Ganges, and each 
provided with a oo of raiment, or pre- 
pared to walk home miles in their wet clothes, 


which hundreds really do every day. This 
served as an introductory sketch to a pano- 
ramic glance of the great city we were to 
enter shortly. It was now about three o’clock, 
and extremely hot. On the bosom of the 
Ganges was the shipping of every nation, as 
may be seen in its streets the natives of ev 

shore. In the city are splendid edifices and 
mud hovels, naked children and half naked 


adults, various and discordant sounds, me-~ 


chanics at their employ, vendors sitting by. 
their goods. Innumerable sledges drawn by 
oxen, fashionable European carriages, bug- 
gies, garees, palankins, grooms running to 
clear the way, in fact,.a ceaseless din, Re- 
flection, however, soon dissipated the wonder 
the scene excited. Degradation and idolatry 
were around us; “ destruction and misery” 
walked hand in hand by our side. We may 
have read—but the reality! With silent 
emotion I blessed God for his goodness to me 
and mine, and prayed for grace and strength 
to labour for the aranon of those around us. 
We passed through the crowded streets, and 
soon arrived at Intally, a beautiful residence, 
as in fact all the dwellings of Europeans in 
Calcutta are. A neat garden and a group of 
Hindoos, attired in snow-white muslin and with 
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intelligent countenances, met us as we entered 
the gates; their whole contour formed a 
strikmg contrast to those we had seen pre- 
viously. The explanation is simple: these 
were Christian Hindoos. As they uttered 
their salams, my eyes filled with tears. Chris- 
tianity finds man every where debased, it 
blesses and elevates him. At Intally we 
found kind friends and a home. The atten. 
tions of Mr, and Mrs. Pearce speedily obli- 
terated the remembrance of the tedium and 
inconveniences of the voyage, In the evening 
we attended the prayer-meeting at the Circu- 
lar Road. Brother Wenger acknowledged | 
the good hand of God in bringing us through | 
the sea. After the service, brethren Wenger, 
Thomas, Leslie, Evans, Brooks, Small, aud 
Dr. Yates gave me a hearty welcome to India. 

Since writing the above I have becn out 
among the natives with brethren Wenger and 
Leslie. The latter is an admirable preacher 
in Hindusthanni. Mr. Wenger preaches in 
Bengalee. I preached my first sermon at the 
Circular Road on morning of the Lord’s day, 
and in the evening at the Lal Bazar. Next 
sabbath I expect to be at Serampore, a place 
dear to all true Christians, where a Carey 
and a Marshman found refuge, not from 
native violence and persecution, but from 


Englishmen bearing the name of Christians ; 
where a Martyn, a Brown, a Buchanan con- 
templated India’s welfare; where a Cham- 
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berlain, a Judson, a Newell found Christian 
hospitality, and when refreshed, the hearty 
God’s speed that urged them on to victory. 
The spirit that animated them still remains ; 
we are all one here; we cannot afford to be 
jealous, the common foe is too strong. Shall 
I tell you another secret? The men who 
bear the names of La Croix, Duff, Yates, 
Pattison, Evans, Leslie, Boaz, Pearce, and 
Campbell, are bound together neither by 
creeds nor human ties, but by the fear of 
God and the love of Jesus: to them to live is 
Christ, to die gain. May Ibe enabled to 
imitate them, and be found worthy to stand 
among them at that day! The study of Ben- 
galee, and a class of native young men, con-~ 
stitute my principal duties at present. These 
are preparing for teachers and native preach- 
ers. Pray for me, dear brother, that I may 
fulfil my course honourably, and that God’s 
blessing may be upon me in my present new 
field of labour. 

Will you oblige me by seeing Mr. Angus, 
and informing him of the contents of this; I 
should have written to him, but the brethren 
here have not resolved on any thing definite 
concerning me as yet. After next week I 
may know particulars, ~ This leaves us and 
the brethren, through mercy, well, notwith- 
standing the season; I must, however, except 
brother W. W. Evans, who has been indis- 
posed, but is now somewhat better. 


BIRBHUM. 


Mr. Williamson gives a pleasing account of a tour lately made in this pro- 
vince by native preachers connected with him :— 


The following abstract from the journal of 
our native brethren, comprising a concise ac- 
count of their itinerating labours in this dis- 
trict, during the past cold season, I send you 
for the Herald. ‘The communication has been 
delayed beyond my original intention chiefly 
on account of severe domestic affliction. 
Though not in accordance either with our wish 
or usual practice, we did not visit any new 
places this year, contenting ourselves with 
merely going over the ground we have often 
trod, in the hope (by imparting line upon 
line) of deepening impressions that might 
already have been made on those who are no 
_ strangers to the sound of the gospel, The 

principal fairs occurring in this district, viz., 
-tiidke field at Sopur, Hindulf, Bakreswa, and 
Dfancha, were all visited by the brethren, 
and waited on as long as good congregations 
could be obtained, and while their supply of 
books lasted. They also preached and dis- 


yuted tracts and scriptures in many villages 
markets, in various directions, and at 
aoe - 


— 


considerable distances from the station. They 
were from home altogether, at different times, 
about a month and a half, during which 
period they probably delivered not less than 
a hundred addresses, and distributed with 
discretion 328 gospels and 1575 tracts. I 
regret I had not the pleasure of accompanying 


them throughout the labours of the season, —~ 


having been called away from active duty to 
attend the sick and dying couch of a beloved 
son, who is now, I trust, in a far better world. 
While at home, our native preachers, as 
usual, visited the principal villages and mar- 
kets within reach, and one of them, by turns, 
attended with me daily the bazaar of this place, 


where we rarely want good congregations, — 


composed chiefly of strangers from. parts 
of the district, for the most part, in connexion 
with law-suits, and by whom, I trust, the 
gospel is in a good measure diffused through- 
out this zillah, Though we are denied the 
pleasure of witnessing any generaldesire on 
the part of the native community of embracing 


_ 
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the gospel, we must be content for the pre- 
sent with their willingness to listen to our 
addresses and receive, and perhaps read, our 
books, which desire seems to be on the in- 
crease. We can perceive, too, I think, no 
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very obscure symptoms of a growing acquaint- 
ance with the great facts and doctrines of the 
gospel, and with the numerous errors and 
palpable absurdities of their religious sys- 
tems. 


DINA'JPUR. 


Mr. Smylie gives the following account of conversations with inquirers :— 


I am sorry I have not been able to accom~- 
plish my journey to Puchaghar, for want of a 
tent: a kind Musalman lady offered a hun- 
dred rupees for one, which was to be at my 
service, but the merchant who offered it for 
sale would not give it for that sum. We 
have one of the Kabul or Kandahar princes 
here at present, Shazadar Sultan Muhammed. 
He is one of those poor men who were obliged 
to leave their native land by the cruelty of 
their ruler. He has called at the mission 
house several times. I gave him a New 
Testament; I think he likes it. The time 
before the last he called, 1 found by his con- 
versation that he had read nearly a whole 
gospel, and was evidently much taken with 
it. I feel for him, but can do nothing. The 
papers in his possession show him to be a 
cousin to the royal family. He is evidently 
open to conviction. When conversing with 
the munshi, he felt what was said, and the 
following words dropped from him: “ I wish 
I could be a Christian, I believe I can do 
nothing to purify my heart.” Some other 
other things were said, which I could not un- 
derstand. He was thoughtful for some time, 
alter which he asked me, ‘‘ How do men that 
become Christians procure a livelihood?” In 
appearanet is still very respectable : very 
few natives have so much of the gentleman 
about them. He intends to proceed to Cal- 
cutta in a few days, to try whether he can get 
a hearing of his lordship the governor-general. 

A Musalmén youth called on me a few 
days ago. After some conversation, he said, 
““We read, but something is wanting; the 
word of God does not take hold of our hearts. 
What is toi be done that it may do so?” I 
told him what was necessary. I explained to 
him a part of David’s prayer where he begs 
for a new heart, Ps, li, 10. I said you-are 
aware that when men sit down to read the 


word of God, they sit as judges, not as con-| 


demned criminals before their Judge. They 
judge the Judge, and what their little ignorant 
minds cannot understand, they immediately 


condemn, without once calling to mind that 


we can understand very little of God’s ways 
(Boe edie 


Sg Sn Hie pag Sy 


and works, The plain truth is, we should} 


come as children do in their first lessons, to 
be taught, and not to judge. He appeared 
deeply to feel this, and frequently said, ‘‘ That 
is true, that is all true, I know it.” I said, 
‘Men doubt and contradict what God has 
revealed. He, in his first promise to fallen 
man, told him, that the seed of the woman 
should bruise the head of the serpent. This 
is one of the things we cannot fully compre- 
hend. When an earthen pot has once been 
broken, no man can make it over again; he 
cannot take the pieces and put them together 
so as to cause it to be what it wes before it 
was broken.” This he granted. ‘‘ But God 
can ; our hearts are as broken vessels, they 
can hold nothing that is good and spiritual, 
till God create them anew. God made the 
first man out of the ordinary course ; no man 
will tauntingly say God had a wife, when he 
made the first Adam ; few doubt that God 
created angels ; why do they doubt when he 
says, ‘ A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel?’ By this 
we learn that he was not the seed of a man, 
but a pure, holy, harmless being, God with 
us. We are not so gross in our minds as to 
believe what the Muhammadans charge us 
with maintaining respecting God. He is a 
Spirit infinite in holiness, justice, goodness, 
and truth. He calls Jesus Christ his son, 
Immanuel, God with us. Then who is 
man that he should rise up and say, He is a 
liar? That God should be so united with 
man in Christ, is what we believe in silent 
wonder, but dare not contradict. No man 
hath seen God at any time, the only begotten 
Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him. In the character and 
work of our Saviour, wisdom and goodness, 
justice and mercy, holiness and grace, faith- 
fulness and love, are all seen as clearly as the 
sun at noonday.” Several other Musalmans 
have been with me, and received books thank. 
fully, “They too said, ‘* All you say is good 
this a the wae of God, no doubt of that, but — 
one thing with you is very bad; you call the - 
Son of man the Son of God." The were 
refuted, and did not go away 
they are likely to profit. 

. Ne er etl “Ie* 
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BARISAL. 


The conflict between antagonist principles which appears to be going on with 
mereasing activity in different parts of India, is referred to thus by Mr. Bareiro:— 


With a rich zamind4r, a brahmin, I have 
had some conversation on religion, and as he 
comes to me often with a long train of ser- 
vants, I direct my conversation to them all 
against Hinduism, and its baneful conse- 
quences, in support of which they can adduce 
nothing. The feeling is becoming daily 
general, that some extraordinary change is 
near at hand, and which is to be effected by 
the diffusion of Christianity. That they might 
well look forward to such an event is not at 
all surprising, when they see so many signs of 
it in the neglect of the rites and ceremonies 
essential to Hinduism, by those whose ances- 
tors were wedded to it. The day before yes- 
terday, two men came from a place not above 
twelve miles from here, to inform us that 
nearly a thousand persons, in consequence of 
reading some of our tracts, about a dozen of 
which they had brought with them as wit- 
nesses, were desirous of placing themselves 
under our protection, against the oppression 
of their landlords, who threaten them with 
the destruction of their houses and confisea- 
tion of their property, for their new principles 
of religion, and who, to give a colouring to 
the justice of their proceeding against these 
poor men, say that pujés are sanctioned by 
the ruling authorities in Calcutta, and that 
they (the landlords) hold such an order in 
writing. From the conversation of these two 
men, it would appear that many tracts which 
were lying useless with some of their neigh- 
bours, or were being improperly used, have 
been rescued by them, and now form a kind 

of library among them for reading and refer- 
ence. One of them, who knows how to read, 
and who came as a spokesman on the part of 
the rest, mentioned the titles of almost all the 
"tracts in distribution here, and his quotations 


from some of them, and especially from the 
gospel of Matthew, and his aptitude of appli- 
cation to their cases, really surprised us all; 
and the knowledge he evinced of the scrip- 
tures, and of points of faith and doctrine, 
would do credit even to many of our converts. 
Having offered them such counsel and advice 
as their circumstances required, and spoken 
to them more largely on subjects in which 
they were deficient, and sung two hymns with 
them with all the brethren, I allotted a ‘‘ bas4”’ 
for the night, and led them the next day to 
our usual morning worship, when they lis- 
tened to a discourse on Christ being the “‘ true 
Shepherd.” Yesterday they were profitably 
engaged, and left me only this morning, 
praying that I should remember them. They 
have promised to come again, as I have ex- 
pressed a desire tv see more of them. Thus 
our sphere of usefulness, by the mercy of 
God, is increasing, and I am justified in en- 
tertaining a hope that some change is about 
to take place here, where the word of God 
has been preached for so many years amidst 
many discouragements, which will issue in 
the enlargement of the church of Christ to 
the glory of God. The man, whose name is 
Totarém, who was the bearer of this good 
news, mentioned the names of more than half 
a dozen villages where people had undergone 
a change in their sentiments of Hinduism and 
its concomitant evils, through the instrumen- 
tality of our books and tracts, the contents of 
which, as far as they have been rightly un- 
derstood, have served them as guides in their 
struggle, both negative, as it regards their dis- 
belief of their former religious practices, and 
positive, as it regards the defence of their new 
position against all opposition. 


—— 


AGRA. 


Mr. Williams has received some encouragement, of which he speaks in a letter 


me 


dated August 15th :-— 


rps 


I am happy to inform you that on the first 
sabbath in the present month I baptized three 
rsons, two natives and one European, One 
~ of them is from the ranks of Hindooism; he 
is a zamindar, or landholder, in a village 
velve miles distant from this ; and there are 
ve others of his family, who we expect will 
shortly follow his example. He will reside 
his village as usual, and come in to Agra 


once a week, and I intend visiting him occa- 
sionally. 

This is the first instance. we have had 
of a native embracing Christianity, and 
living among his friends, and following his 
re occupation for his support. It has been 
a source of great rejoicing to us all, and we 
earnestly pray that it may be the first-fruits of 
an abundant harvest. One other native ex- 
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pressed a wish to be baptized, purposing also 
to follow his usual calling in his village. I 
have known him for years, and should have 
baptized him this month had not certain 
family circumstances, over which we had no 
control, prevented his attendance, I hope, 
however, that these will soon be obviated, 
and that I shall baptize him next month. 
The day before yesterday I visited Chitourah 
village, where our native brother, just alluded 
to, resides, I had heard that some of his 
neighbours, when they knew he had embraced 


AMERICA. 


CANADA. 
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| Christianity, began to trouble and annoy him. 
I therefore thought it advisable to go there, 
with two other brethren, to see how things 
were, and to make known to them the gospel. 
They received us very kindly, and listened 
attentively to what we had to say; and re- 
quested us to remain until the morning. This 
we could not do, but promised to visit them 
again shortly. I think they will not now 
give our poor brother any annoyance. May 
the Lord help him to hold on his way, and to 


be faithful unto death. 


Mr. Girdwood, writing from Montreal, September 11th, gives a more full 
account than we had previously received of the formation of the church among 


the French Canadians at Milton. 


Milton is a new township, which lies near 
the French Seigniories, about forty-seven 
miles east from. Montreal. As the French 
country is much crowded, and as the Canada 
Land Company has rendered it easy for people 
to settle themselves on farms, the French are 
likely to spread in great numbers into the 
adjoining townships. When removed into 
new settlements they are less under the en- 
slaving influence of the priest, and conse- 
quently it is easier to obtain access to their 
houses and their hearts. Mr. Beaudien, who 
first made any attempt as a colporteur in that 
region and at St. Pie, has been very useful. He 
was be by the Grande Ligne Mission, 
and after there were many converts, Dr. Cote 
was sent about a year since to take charge of 
the station. When they came to forma church 
many of them objected to the constitution of 
churches as formed by the Grande Ligne Mis- 
sion. In January, 1844,some of them demanded 
dismission, and obtained it. All were pro- 
mised it when they would apply for it, but 
they remained in this state until the beginning 
of May, when a requisition was sent to the 
church in Montreal, through me, for~advice. 
It was thought more advantageous to lay the 
matter before our committee, and then steps 
were taken to effect, if possible, a reconcilia- 
tion; but every attempt failed. As I had to 
leave for the far West, and as Dr. Cote had 
gone to the south for his health, the whole 
matter was laid aside until his return, but as 
no change was made in the constitution of the 


_ church in St, Pie, the request to form a 


church in Milton was repeated. On the 14th 


of August Mr. Fyfe and myself, after rigidly 
examining ten persons, formed them into a 
church, 

To-day I had letters from that quarter. 
One from Mr. Beaudien, who is now em- 
ployed by us as colporteur, and another from 
a Mr. Miner, who is proprietor of mills in 
Roxton, about three miles from Berea, in 
Milton. This gentleman is about to lay off a 
village, and offers an acre for school-house 
and chapel. We accept of this. But now 
we want a missionary who can speak the 
French. Can you find one on the continent 
of Europe? The Lord is opening up before 
us doors for usefulness in Canada, but for 
want of agents we cannot enter them, — 

Quebee is prepared for a faithful labourer. 
Mr. Cramp, Mr. Bosworth, and myself have 
promised to supply every sabbath until the 
navigation closes. They meet at present to 
keep up worship as they can, and will have 
to do the same during the winter months. We 
want men for Bytown, Kingston, or Paris, 
and London. Mr. Fyfe has gone to supply : 
Toronto on probation. These are important 

a 


stations, and should not be neglected any — 
longer. pie ie OS 4 
_ Now, could you not find four men of the — 
right stamp, men of self-denial, who love the — 
gospel and the souls of their fellow men 1. if 
India 


there is something romantic in going to India _ 
and labouring icant Geicin stamoei 
much dey otedness to God, as much missio 
ary zeal, and as much self-denial are t 
to forma missionary forCanada, 
The station among the French will require _ 


wo. 


brat Lee 


‘ 


tur 
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aman of amazing grace and energy to do it 
justice. Mr. Beaudien has broken through 
the original bush. I had four miles of in and 
out, in the literal sense, when the church was 
formed. We had to get to the settlement on 
foot. Some dexterity and agility are required 
to run along the fallen trees, leaping from root 
to root, and walk along a small branch or two 
across a swamp, and not sink to the knees in 
mud, Although Mr. Beaudien has prepared 
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the way, it is only traced; not y<t made 
smooth. However, a man whose h:art is in 
his work, will take delight to rough it, as 
they say in the bush. 

Call upon men who like hard work and 
little pay, to come to Canada for the service 
of their God and King! Surely there must 
be some upon whom the responsibility rests. 
A woe will follow them if they will not give 
up all, and come to Canada, 


Mr. Cramp, under the same date, writes thus :— 


It is impossible to express in words our 
anxiety, I might say distress, on account of 
the want of men. Important openings pre- 
sent themselves on every hand, which we are 
unable to avail ourselves of. Mr. Lorimer is 
at Kingston. He went as a temporary sup- 
ply, but has now staid so long that the people 
and he seem to be forming a mutual attach- 
ment. Then Paris is waiting for a minister. 
Bytown is waiting; other stations in Upper 
Canada are waiting—and we have not a man 
to send. To add to this, we have received 
an urgent application from certain baptists in 
Quebec, who have commenced public wor- 
ship, and are very anxious to establish a 
cause in that important place. We think 
this so pressing a case, that we are making 
arrangements, involving considerable incon- 
venience, to supply them. Mr. Girdwood is 
to go next Lord’s day ; I am to follow him, 
and then Mr. Bosworth. ~ This will be a 
journey of 360 miles every time, and it can 
ouly be earried on for a few weeks. Then 
the winter will set in, and our intercourse 
must be suspended. Now we want a man 
for Quebec at once. Will you send us one? 
He must come by way of New York, as there 
will be no vessel leaving for Quebee when 


~this reaches you. 


The presbyterians are about to make great 


BAHAMAS. . 


In a letter dated Nassau, September 10, Mr. Rycroft, after mentioning facts 
illustrative of the strenuous endeavours which had been made to convict the —— 
coloured baptists at Exuma, to whose acquittal we referred in our last, 


following more pleasing intelligence :— 
. sHis Fiatellenoy the Governor has kindly 


- favoured us with repeated interviews, and if 
we can presage correctly, seems anxious to 
defend us from injustice. He has already 


efforts for Canada. Eleven ministers are 
coming out, for this colony and Nova Scotia. 
Dr. Burns is invited both to Toronto and 
Montreal. 

The congregationalists are bestirring them- 
selves with laudable activity. Ministers are 
sent out by their Colonial Missionary Society, 
and a salary of £200 a year is guaranteed to 
each, for three years. 

We look to you for help. First, we want 
men—not any body who will come—but 
thoroughly good preachers, whose efforts may 
be reasonably expected to be successful, by 
the divine blessing, in establishing the cause. 
Next, we want money. The men whom 
you send~should depend on you, in great 
measure, for their support, till they can work 
their own way. Your measures should be 
prompt, vigorous, and liberal, and then you 
will be rewarded, 


Excuse my freedom and earnestness. I 


cannot help feeling deeply interested. Our 


denomination is in good repute in the colony ; * 


the people are willing to receive us—we 
could plant churches in almost any part of 
Canada—but alas, we want men and means! 
We turn our eyes to home—do not neglect us, 

Send us men—men of the right sort— 
bright stars, to shine in this clear atmosphere, 
Proclaim our wants from Dan to Beersheba. 


gives the 


wished our people’s wrongs to be redressed, 
and what our grievances were. sie 

Although we have been put to trouble, 
pain, and expense in the cause of liberty and 


removed one of the magistrates of Exuma,, God, I think that the Lord is making use of 
and also requested the other to wait upon us, | what has transpired for our good ; and that 


“= 


a 


im order that we might_state to him how we|an amount of good will be brought about, 


= 


_ Christian. 
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which probably could only have been thus 
effectually introduced. Inquiry I know 
has been excited, which ultimately may lead 
many to adopt scriptural views and just prin- 
ciples ; whilst the opinion formed is, that the 
accuser has disgraced himself and the church 
with which he is connected, and that the 
baptist ministers have been grossly abused. 
The design of the enemy was to crush us, and 
in the attempt their energies were employed. 
But we bless our God, that none of these men 
of might found their hands sufficient to accom- 
plish the amount of evil intended against us. 
Their purposes are broken, and instead of 
having injured us, they have hurt themselves, 

You will be pleased to hear that our con- 
gregations continue good. The attendance is 
so great, that a gallery is needed for Zion 
Chapel, and Bethel requires enlarging. But 
I am anxious not to spend money, if it can 
be avoided, and therefore have thought that if 
we could agree to divide the congregation, the 
necessity of a gallery at present might be 
obviated. We do not open Bethel Chapel at 
night, consequently Zion is so crowded that 
the people have to sit on the outside. We 
have two congregations twice a day. Iam 
anxious to have both places open. thrice.a 
day. Against a growing population we: are 
accustomed to shut the Bethel Chapel. I think 
that with a little extra effort we might have 
good congregations for both places.throughout 
the day ; and more, that instead of two, we 
could occupy four chapels. A large sail has 
been purchased, which we are having made 
into a tent, and which will answer as a chapel 
for different parts of the town ; for those parts 
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which are distant from our other places « 
worship. We have opened preaching sta 
tions at both extremities of the town, which 
are well attended, and which promise much 
good. And occasionally I have preached to 
good and attentive congregations in the morn- 
ing before sunrise, 

On the second Lord’s day in September, 
we had the pleasure of baptizing forty-five 
persons, most of whom were Africans. It 
was a good day to the people of our charge, 
and we hope will prove a good day to many 
thoughtless sinners, and also to those who 
might not be decided for God. We cannot 
but rejoice in beholding the progression of 
God’s word amongst us, though we rejoice 
with trembling. 

We have cause to conclude that our la- 
bours have not been in vain in the Lord in 
respect to tracts. In some persons convic- 
tion has been wrought, and in others conver- 
sion ; others, who did not attend the house of 
prayer, now find their way thither; and 
some have been, through the reading of these 
little heralds of mercy, deterred from fre- 
quenting the places open for amusement, and 
instrumental in the ruin of many— especially 
females. As we have had for some time past 
tracts in circulation, our hope is that whilst 
they have done much good, they will still 
further be owned of God in the moralization 
and salvation of poor perishing souls. Our dis- 
trict visitors would circulate many tracts, if we 
had them. Mrs. Rycroft can scarcely obtain 
a change for her district; do therefore, dear 
sir, send me a large parcel of tracts as early 
as possible, 


EUROPE. 


BRITTANY. 


In the “ Archives du Christianisme,” a periodical work published at Paris by 
French Protestants, we find the following reference to our efforts in the west of 
France, and to the benighted situation of the district in which our agents are 


located :-— 


That part of France called Armorican Brit- 
tany is, generally speaking, only nominally 
Under the name of catholicism 
she professes those errors and superstitions 
which, apart from human sacrifices, are as 
dark and deplorable as those practised by the 
ancient Druids in their worship. This remote 

art of France was not, until a very late 
period, called to the profession of Christianity. 
And at what period was it...2? At an 


epoch when the desire was not to win souls | 


to Christ, but subjects to the Roman pontiff, 


x 


It is to be remarked that religious worship in 


this part of the country partakes more of — 
idolatry than any other part of France, 


Stones and fountains are here held in higher 


veneration than-any where else. Missionaries — 


of the fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, and 


eighteenth centuries, no longer animated by _ 
the spirit of the apostles ‘and fathers of the 


first three centuries, applied themiel és soled 


to the extension of the temporal dominion 
the church, und laying aside the second com- 


mandment, they {kept up in this country a 


‘ 
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gross idolatry, changing only the names of 
the idols. Thus they permitted the Celtic 
Bretons to worship certain men-hirs (stone 
columns) by surmounting them with a cross ; 
they also placed near a vast number of sacred 
fountains the statues of Mary, Anne, Guesnou, 
or Guénolé, in place of Teutatés, Hésus, or 
the Armorican Isis. Pilgrimages were con- 
tinued, and the water of these fountains ceased 
not to be regarded by the people as possessing 
miraculous influence. The priests and monks 
took the place of the bardes and vates, the 
bishops that of the superior Druids, Can we, 
then, wonder after this, that at the end of the 
seventeenth century a statue of the Armorican 
Isis should still be the object of worshi 
among the inhabitants of one part of Morbi- 
han, and so much so that it was necessary to 
employ an armed force in order to remove it 
from the temple where the people were ac- 
customed to assemble to worship, and present 
to it their offerings? The celebrated Saint 
Anne of Auray is considered by many learned 
men to be no other than the ancient statue of 
Ceres, and it is scarcely 150 years since’ the 
islands of Molene and Oussant professed still 
the religion of the Druids; for they did not 
universally embrace the catholic faith until 
the seventeenth century, which was effected 
through the careful exertions of Michel le 
Nobletz, a missionary ; this heathen people 
caring little about changing their idolatry. 

At the time of the reformation, although 
evangelical preachers had penetrated into 
Brittany, and made great progress in those 
parts of the province where French was 
spoken, ignorance of the language and the 
want of native preachers, prevented them 
from extending far into Armorican Brit- 
tany. This country, therefore, has been left 
until the present day a stranger to evangelical 
influence. It was not until 1827 that Chris- 
tians began to turn their attention to it. At 
this time some pious individuals printed, at 
their own expense, a translation of the New 
Testament into the Breton dialect, by M. Le- 
gonidee, and caused it to be circulated through 
this country, also at Morlaix and Landerneau. 
Some ecclesiastics at first assisted in its dis- 
tribution, but soon the true Romish spirit 
manifested itself, and the propagation of the 
holy book was condemned and prohibited. 
Things were in this state until 1832, when a 
French minister succeeded in assembling a 
small protestant congregation at Brest. Soon 
others were formed at Quimper and Morlaix. 
But while the French could hear to their 
profit, the peasants of Brittany could receive 
no benefit, being unacquainted with the lan- 
guage. God, however, did not permit them 


to remain long alone. In 1834 a Gaelic 
missionary came to their assistance, who 
speaking a language which originally was the 
same as their own, soon became familiar with 


it, and in a little time was able to speak, 


preach, and pray in the Breton dialect, and| 
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even to translate and compose religious tracts 
in the language ; tracts that he himself cir- 
culated by thousands in the country districts. 
At this time he undertook a new translation 
of the New Testament, the people being 
unable to read that by M. Legonidec. 
Through his exertions, and the assistance of 
God, a great work has been commenced in 
Brittany. But how much opposition to con- 
quer, how many difficulties to overcome ! 
During many years~he has been prevented 
from opening a place of worship at Morlaix, 
and when at last, through the assistance of 
the pastor at Brest and the representations of 
the Nantes Consistory, he succeeded in being 
permitted to preach publicly the word of 
God, he could find no one who would rent 
him a house for the purpose. Jt was there- 
fore necessary to build one, and it is, by the 
assistance of God and the united efforts of our 
brethren, that we propose to do it. We have 
already bought a piece of ground in a good 
situation, which, with other expenses con- 
nected with it, has cost us 7000 francs (or 
£280). Our Christian friends in England 
have furnished us with the necessary funds to 
make this purchase, but we want at least 
5000 francs for the erection of the humble 
temple we wish to raise. “To obtain this sum 
we appeal to the generosity of our Christian 
brethren in France, and we say to them, 
“ Brethren, assist us with your donations, 
assist us by your prayers, in order that we 
may cause to shine in this country that light 
which hitherto has been unknown, that ever- 
lasting light of evangelical truth.” 

The work which we have but just com- 
menced in Brittany has appeared so important 
to our insular brethren, that two other evan- 
gelical ministers have joined our brother J. 
Jenkins, in his work at Morlaix. One labours 
with him there, and the other is stationed at 
Quimper. The religious societies to which 
these young men belong have connected 
themselves with the pastor of the church at 
Brest, avowing that without regard to sect or 
party, their only aim is to labour with him 
for the adyancement of the reign of our Lord 
and Saviour. And may his blessing rest. on 
our efforts. Amen. 

Subscriptions and donations will be re- 
ceived :— Sas vy. 

In Paris, at the Bureau des Archives; also 
by M. le Pasteur Frédéric Monod, No. 80, 
Rue du Faubourg Saint Martin.* 2 

At Nantes, by M. le Pasteur Rosselit, 
president of the Consistory. 

At Brest, by M. le Pasteur Je Fourdrey. 

At Morlaix, by MM. Jenkins and Jones, 
evangelical ministers. saa eo 

At Quimper, by M. J. Williams, evangeli- 
cal minister. 

A. Le Fourprey, Pastor at Brest. 


* We have already received from M. T. G. Dobree 
one hundred francs. , 
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In the Antiquities de la Britagne, by M. 
le Chevalier, of Freminville, we read the 
following (it is a Roman catholic who speaks): 
“In this crypt, or subterraneous church, is a 
sacred fountain, the miraculous waters of 
which are received in a circular stone 
basin, This fountain most certainly existed 
long before there was any monument in the 
place, or any trace of the Christian religion. 
Tt was a holy fountain, the worship of which 
was so general and important in the Druidical 
dogmas, worship that Christianity (that is to 
say, Roman Catholicism) was obliged to 
adopt, by dressing it in her forms and pecu- 
liar rites, because it could never succeed in 
destroying it; and it even now exists 
throughout Brittany.” (It is what has been 


done by the Jesuits in Cochin China, in Ton- 
quin, in China, and Japan. What should we 
say of our missionaries if they formed such 
agreements with the Africans in their idolatry, 
or with the Hindoos, or with the people of the 
South Sea? This was not certainly the spirit 
of the apostles.) ‘‘ We see also, particularly 
in Finisterre, numerous vestiges of the wor- 
ship of fountains. We see a multitude of 
chapels built near, and even over these foun- 
tains, in order that they may address to the 
the true God that worship which was offered to 
heathen divinities, and to which these fountains 
were consecrated.” —Antiyuités de la Britagne 
(Finistére), p. 6, 1832, Description of a 
Church at Lamneur, 


In a letter dated Morlaix, September 7th, Mr. Jenkins says, 


We had last week a very interesting visit. 
Mr, W. Forster, a minister of the Society of 
Friends, with two other respectable Quakers, 
called upon us, being on a tour through 
France and Belgium. Their object is to 
preach where they find opportunities, and to 
distribute tracts and books, especially upon 
slavery and peace. They held a meeting 
with us. Mr, Forster addressed the English 
who were present in an impressive manner, 
showing the sinfulness and misery of man, the 
fulness of Christ, and the necessity of coming 
unto him to be saved. He desired me to give 
the substance of his address in French, which 
Idid. Mr. Forster made inquiries respecting 


our work here, and took much interest in our 


endeavours to spread the light of the gospel — 


among the Bretons. It would be difficult to 
express with what kindness and sympathy 
this good and pious man conversed with us. 
In talking about the transiation, he asked me 
whether there was any Breton who could 
render me any assistauce in this work. I 
answered that there was a person, named 
Ricou, well qualified to render me great as- 
sistance_in revising the translation. 
man has expressed his willingness to give me 
any help in his power, being convinced of 
the duty of giving the scriptures to the 
people. ; 


This old — 


Mr. Jenkins is now travelling to collect funds toward the erection of the place # 


of worship. He meets with great kindness among the French protestants to 


whom he applies, though the sums contributed are generally small, 


- 


oN 


EDINBURGH. 


_ The biennial visit of the deputation of the 
Baptist Missionary Society to this city took 
place on the 6th and 7th of October. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 
, Be 


eulogized the genius 
Eloquent and powerful discourses were de-| talents of departed 
__ livered by Messrs, Saffery and Giles in Elder} 


XN 


: ; =~ 
fraternal congratulati 
Mr. Giles, in the ha 


te 


‘ 
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Another meeting was held the evening of for special prayer in behalf of the society’s 


the same day in Elder Street Chapel, when the 
brethren of the deputation did equal honour to 
the society and themselves; and, on the fol- 
lowing evening, a numerous meeting assembled 


missions, 

The collections were good, and the impression 
left of the best description. 

Edinburgh, Oct, 10, 1844, 


GUERNSEY. 


A correspondent in this island writes thus : 
“On Lord’s day, August 11th, two sermons 
were preached by the Rev. W. Upton of St. 
Albans, in the baptist chapel, Wesley Road, on 
behalf of the Baptist Missionary Society, and 
on Monday evening, 12th, a public missionary 
Meeting was held in the same place. On the 
Tuesday and Wednesday following public 
meetings were also held at St. Martin’s and 
St. Saviour’s, two French stations in the 
country, 

“Our deputation brought with him several 
real idols, before which many a ‘mean man 
had bowed down, and many a great man had 
humbled himself.’ He had also in his pos- 
session the representations of such idols as 
could not themselves have been brought hither 
without considerable difficulty, These heathen 
deities were exhibited to the congregations in 
the country, and the history of each briefly, 
though lucidly, given by our deputation; and 
though at first sight the spectators felt rather 
disposed to smile at such grotesque objects, yet 
it is hoped that the impressions made will be 
lasting, and stimulate-to more active and com- 
bined exertion on behalf of those of our fellow- 


men who are living ina land of moral dark~- 
ness, and dying in a state of spiritual des- 
titution. 

“ This is a plan which has never before been 
adopted by any other deputation to this island ; 
and the interest excited was such as induces 
your correspondent to take the liberty of sug- 
gesting the propriety of adopting the same 
plan, occasionally, at other places where the 
representatives of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety may have occasion to go, Not only is it 
true that the eye assists the mind in compre- 
hending certain ideas, and the memory in re- 
taining them; but frequently the heart is more 
affected, and as a legitimate consequence, 
sacrifices will be made for those for whom such 
sympathies have been excited. 

“We should have held a public meeting at the 
Catel, another French station in the country, 
but the time was very unfavourable, on account 
of its being the season when many of the mem- 
bers and congregation were busily engaged in 
fishing. It is proposed to hold a public meeting 
at this station among ourselves during one of 
the winter months, when a better congregation 
may naturally be expected.” 


~ OXFORDSHIRE. 


_ The twenty-ninth anniversary of the Auxil- 
iary Baptist Missionary Society for Oxfordshire 
and places adjacent, was held in the Town 
Ball, Woodstock, on Wednesday, September 
25th, 1844, so 

The meeting being opened with prayer by 
Rey. T, Eden, T. Bartlett, Esq., the respected 


treasurer of the auxiliary, was called to the 
chair, when the various resolutions were moved 
and seconded by the Rev. B. Godwin, D.D., 
and Rev. T. F. Newman; Rev. A. M. Stalker 
and Rev. J. Blakeman; Rev. J. Price and 
Rey, D. J. East. The meeting was numerously 
attended, and the collection liberal. A. M. 


POTTON, BEDFORDSHIRE, 


A very interesting meeting was held in this , Some interesting facts and details were pre- 

tle market town on Wednesday evening, | sented by the chairman, and excellent addresses 
ober 2nd, at which our esteemed friend, | were delivered by brethren Morrell, E. Man- 

th Foster, Esq., of Biggleswade, presided. | ning, and 8. Kent, The Rey. Eustace Carey 
: al : 
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entertained the assembly for about an hour and 
a quarter, giving a succinct history of the West 
Indian mission, His fascinating, eloquent, and 
enlivening manner quite delighted the meeting, 
and we trust that something like a missionary 
spirit was excited on the occasion. It being 
the first meeting in connexion with this society 
in the town, the place was filled to overflowing. 
The collection amounted to £4 14s. 7d.. We 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


had the pleasure of receiving half-a-sovereign 
from the venerable clergyman of the parish (the 
Rey. Richard Whittingham), who has for many 
years been an annual subscriber to the society. 
We have forwarded missionary boxes and col- 
lecting cards to our friends in the town, and 
trust they will be able to do some little more 
for us by the next meeting, 
is ed 5 


Aan TNT, 


My DEAR Sir, 

Enclosed I send an order for £100, as my 
subscription to the Baptist Mission. You will 
oblige me in entering it by saying £50 especial 
for the fund for translation of the Bible into 
Sanscrit, and the other £50 for the general 
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AMERICA.,,.,..... MONTREAL ....sse00eee0000.-Cramp, J. Ma... Sept. 11 and 27. _ 


New YORKE......... qeseveaee Belcher, JOS....005 July 19. 


~ 
~ 


UA BLA seeatnnace rac GU Aa eu sie eeeneenemeceere 


COLOMBO ...ccccvecesesenes 
DAGCOAs ai concsskanteeecceek 


MUPTRA.cvmavccoetccesss 
SYDNEYuivesr ius seeexceness 


Turk’s ISLAND ..,..,......Littlewood, W...July 16 and Aug 17. 
BRITTANY........MORDAIX -...ceseeccessterese DONS, Tyescsseeers Oct. 8, 
FRANCE............ BOULOGNE «4... ss... «+++Jenkins, J,........Sept. 28, 
GERMANY 0.0040, UBIPZIG sssssecssseseseeseeesTauchnitz, C. C,Sept, 21. ed Sa 


~MOIriCK, 0 cos. .cc0s June 12, 
a Olathe; Jc ccccceuce July 2, one letter, no date, 
received Sept. 25. 
Lows. Bexar July 7 and 10. 
Merrick, J......... July 3, 9, and 10. 
Sturgeon, T....... July 9 and 12. 


.. Williams, R....... Aug. 15. 
GATOUTTA cisv.vctestisensdd SMA Greviectey oA Upust Lo. 


Wenger, J......... July 31. 
ccishtigiaal 5 ak OF: eres August 8, 


-Robinson, W. ....July 23. 
DARSULING......sce000e0e-s. Start, W...,...0... August 4, 
MONGHIR........+..0044-..... Parsons, J.....,...August 1, 
..Phillips, T......... August 8. 
AvsTRALIA....,.HoBART TOWN.....4........Dowling, H., &...May 31. 


..Saunders, J.......April 29 (duplicate). 
BAHAMAS........, NASSAU ....se0ccceeeeeeeeeessCapern, H.,,......Sept. 10 and 11, 


purposes of the mission. Would it not be 
possible, by means which the committee will 
know best how to devise, to double many of the 
small sums that are now and have been for 
years subscribed ? 

Yours very truly. 


Girdwood, J.......Sept. 11, 
Thomson, T. M..,Sept. 27. 
Williams, W. R..July 16. 


Thomas, J.........July 31, Aug. 14 and 17, 


Wade, W. R. 


Rycroft, W. K...Sept. 10 and 11, 


* ~ 


Se 


“ 
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JAMAICA .........GURNEY’S Mounr......... Woolley, E,...,..Aug. 19, 
KETTERING......0..0000.0.2, KIDD, Woo. .cee- Aug, 10. 
KINGSTON eascccesas-ce00se 0s Wood, J. H....... Aug. 23, 
MANCHIONEAL.,............. Kingdon, J....... August 20, 
Mount Carey..............Burchell, T...... Aug. 4. 
Op HARBOODR ............. Taylor, H. C....Sept. 3. 


Savrer’s Hriu.............Dendy, W........Aug. 15. 
Spanisu Town............. United Missionaries August 22, 
TRINIDAD .......PORT OF SPAIN.............<Cowen, G........Sept, 5. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following friends— 
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Miss Fuller and friends at Bow, for a parcel of clothing, for Mrs. Pearson, Nassau ; 
Friends, at Walworth, for a parcel of clothing, for Rev. J. Merrick, Western Africa ; 
Committee of the British and Foreign School Society, for copies of the Annual Report, for 


Missionaries ; 


Mr. Culverwell, Leeds, for a parcel of magazines ; 
Stepney Ladies’ Working Association, for a box of clothing, for Rev. John Clarke, Western 


Africa. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 
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Donation. 

Dunn, Henry, Esq , Bo- 

rough Road s2.......... 5 5 0 
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Ealing, by Rev. G. J. 
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Harling, Mr. W., A.S. 1 1 0 


—_—_————_. 


of September, 1844. 


oc AS Ok CAM 
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Collection ..........00. 513 4 Foster, George, Esq... 50 0 0 
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DEVONSHIRE. MEN rorvecearscseress 00 0. O 
Devonport, Morice Sq., 
on account......... seveese 20 0 0 LEICESTERSHIRE. 
P meus, eae o Leicester, on account, 
i 9 - ~ . * aeeeee 2 
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Comme e' 
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IRISH CHRONICLE. 


SHORT DAYS. 


In the sacred scriptures almost every object is rendered instructive and 
admonitory. All nature is laid under contribution for this purpose, and the daily 
exhibition of “ the shadow that declineth” is made to furnish an impressive and 
repeated lesson. The greater variation in the length of days in our latitude than 
in Palestine affords an annual admonition with accumulated solemnity. ‘“ What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” 

Brethren, let us yield ourselves to the impressions which another declining year 
is adapted to produce : our blessed Lord himself was not a stranger to them; “ I 
must work the works of Him that sent me while it is day, the night cometh when 
no man can work.” Such an example will not be lost on any devout mind; and 
if these brief prefaces to our monthly Chronicle, designed, by encouragement and 
admonition, to stimulate ewertion for Ireland specially, should impart greater 
vigour to your efforts to benefit mankind, their object will be fully accomplished. 

The brevity of life has been proverbial, even before its duration was reduced to 
threescore years and ten. How perceptibly fleeting, how full of necessary avoca- 
tion, are its hours ; while even where the amount of leisure is considerable, what 
periods of indisposition, to labour for the spiritual good of others, intervene ! 
Truly the time is short for that kind of active service for God, which the present 
state alone affords. The greatness of the work to be done by us during our earthly 
sojourn demands reflection. The whole world lieth in wickedness—some portions 


_ are “ wholly given to idolatry.” Jveland is shrouded in superstition. God 


employs his servants as the instruments of accomplishing his gracious purposes. 
He honours, as he blesses, the diligent and faithful. Look, brethren, at the neces- 


sity for exertion, at your capabilities and obligations, and blend your energies with 


> 


ours, that some may be awakened from the sleep of death. 

The utter uncertainty of our period of service is an awakening thought. Unlike 
the sun in the natural heavens, ours may go down at noon! There is neither 
work, nor knowledge, nor device, in the grave; therefore, brethren, commence — 
your labour ; and if commenced, redouble your exertions. Wait for nothing ; not 


even for longer days, lest the night should suddenly come. And oh! let Ireland 
share in your immediate efforts to benefit a dying world. 


How much of life is irrecoverably gone: to many how emphatically short its re- 


maining sum! Some of these have been very idle ; may they have grace to redeem 
the time :—few have done “what they could.” Some indeed are full of years, and ~ 


honours too; having borne the heat and burden of the day. Their zeal is youth- 
1 still; but more valuable as associated with increasing wisdom. Honoured 
ren! yet a little while, and though your labours here must cease, your 
rest and. your: Joy in abe adeausing kingdom of your Lord shall be un- 


8 aka ; . oe 
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It is a time of difficulty and opposition. Let us connect the fact with an 
instructive intimation, which may stimulate our exertions. May not the great and 
subtle adversary of all good be practising the lesson we wish to inculcate upon you ? 
And, “because he knoweth that he hath but a short time,” be putting forth his 
power with great wrath? Gird, up then, the loins of your mind. Be wise and 
active ; and let not the shortening year repeat to any of you, at its close, what its 
predecessors may have uttered,—you have forgotten Ireland. 


CoH: 


meetings held here at C , at six o’clock, 
and at our next station at eight o’clock in the 
morning, were the largest in attendance dur- 
ing the past month. 


Mr. Hamirton, of Moate, who has for 
a long time been discouraged at the 
little fruit which appeared from his la- 
bours, has recently been much encourag- 
ed; as the following extract from his 
letter of the 29th ult. will show :— 


You will be glad to hear that the Lord has 


We have great pleasure in directing 
attention to the following fact, which 
lately given us some tokens of his love, in affords another instance of what we tS 
the conversion of sinners. I have recently often maintained, the gradually diminish- 
baptized five persons on a profession of their | img power of the priesthood, and the 
faith in Jesus Christ. I proposed an in- | growing spirit of independence spring- 
quirers’ meeting. Several stayed to converse | ing up among the people. It is commu- 
about the concerns of their souls. The result | nicated by our worthy brother, Patrick 
was the baptism of three. Another meeting | Brennan, September 19th:— 


of a similar kind, led to the baptism of two A Romanist, with whom I conversed the 
more. I have every reason to be satisfied | (4,4, day, told me that the priest came to his — 
ny Loe ay a te sh God. I trust house to get him to take his little boy from — 
RS ea ds Mr. H.’s school. The man said he would not, ~ 
for though he went to the chapel schoola long — 
time, he got no good; and he would not take 
him away from a school that he was benefit- 
ing by. The priest insisted on his removing — 
the lad from the protestant school ; the man — 
replied, it is your duty to give the children e 
spiritual instruction, but it is my duty to send 
them to any school where od may get good 
So the child continues; this is 
pad oe now it was en 2 
| that it was not ri, 
children to such ‘tesa i, a 
once take them away. — 
‘The last tracts you ( Mr. B.) sent me, wer 
received by Romanists, as they were 
| the name of repeal ! But many 0: 
after reading it, hut was the best repeal 
was pointed out in the tract. Se 


The difficulties with which our breth- 
ren in Ireland have to contend, are 
greatly aggravated by the hostility which 
the protestant clerey have lately more 
openly displayed. Tuomas Cooks, a 
most zealous and devoted reader, informs 
us, September 30th: 


I meitioned to you in my last that the 
curate of the parish was about to oppose our 
meetings, he has said all he could to prevent 
my usefulness. When told by M » at | 
whose house we hold one of our meetings, | — 
that if I knew of his coming, I would come 
to hear him ; he said he would sooner meet 
the blackest ‘papist in his parish, and wished 
that baptism was entirely out of scripture, 
and that it was enough to have infant baptism, | 
There is great opposition too from the priests, | } 
one in the next parish exhorts his le not 
to give their children education, athe it is” 
enough for them to know how to till their 
ground. The priest of this parish is cursing 
the children of his flock that go to Miss S.’s 
‘school, saying that the whole eles of that 
‘school, as of all others, is to + Slee i- | « 
eoripietts eg 


